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In Dunbar there has been so much to celebrate over the past few years. The town
looks better than it has for some considerable time, and most of the shops are occupied.
Community Windpower-funded projects including Belhaven Surf Centre, Cycling
Without Age Dunbar, improvements to Tyninghame Village Hall, financial support for
East Coast FM, Dunbar Lifeboat and local schools, have helped transform facilities and
inspire volunteers.
But, some families continue to find life difficult.
As local folk continue to follow Scottish Government guidelines to defeat the virus
and as the first of the vaccines are administered, Community Windpower and BeGreen
are supporting needy families, individuals, organisations and voluntary groups, while
standing ready to return to something approaching normality as soon as possible.

Read how we’re helping and planning to help more people inside…
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’m pleased to report that our Covid-19 Crisis Fund
proved to be a great success and my heartfelt
Ithanks
go to everyone in the community who

helped, and to Anouska Woods for her sterling
efforts.
The Covid-19 pandemic proved all predictions correct
and increased its threat in recent weeks. As a result,
the daily briefings from the First Minister on TV and
National Clinical Director, Jason Leitch, have become
part of daily life.
I pray it won’t be too long before any sort of
coronavirus update is not required.
So, the message must be to stick with the FACTS
guidelines and together we will see this through.
As Nicola Sturgeon said, this pandemic will not last
forever.
Meanwhile, we have been
doing our best to help local
organisations and schools as
Together
much as restrictions will allow,
we will
and although our plans for
see this
Dunbar and the surrounding
area have been affected by
through
coronavirus, you can be sure
DIANE WOOD
we are doing everything
Community Benefits
possible to progress our
Director
projects and help for
individuals.
Part of our effort sees a change of the guard at
BeGreen, and we are delighted to welcome Cathleen
Anderson as our new community liaison officer.
Cathleen is full of ideas and suggestions and should be
a real asset to our community going forward.
As Cathleen arrives, so Anouska leaves, and she does
so with our best wishes to fulfil her long-time ambition
to work in the rewarding and challenging world of
caring. She’s a perfect fit for the role.
Our advertising pages promote local shops and
businesses that need your support more than ever
before.
This space is provided free to shops and businesses
in and around Dunbar that are important community
assets. Please frequent them to help retain jobs and
the local services so many of our neighbours rely on.

‘‘

‘‘

This year, the festive season may feel a little bit
different, but take strength from your friends and
family. Encourage them to stick with the FACTS
guidelines and we will all go into a new year that,
despite coronavirus, promises much.
Diane Wood
Community Benefit Director
Community Windpower

BeGreen’s cash helps
Sea Cadets D£O1N,A165
TION

D

unbar Sea
Cadets have been
an integral part of the
East Lothian community
since 1954, the unit
having a membership
of 35 young people
aged from 10-18, with
16 volunteers giving up
their time to help out.

As an outdoor
waterborne group, cadets
usually spend 38 weeks of
the year on the water, but
due to Covid-19 this had
to stop – the cadets using
video calls to keep in touch.
Aware of the potential
disorientation Covid-19
restrictions can create,
the unit’s Commanding
Officer, Chief Petty
Officer Martin Galloway,
approached Community
Windpower and BeGreen
Dunbar’s joint Covid-19
crisis fund for help.
Martin wanted to create
wellbeing packs for the
youngsters, who are dotted
around East Lothian, to help
ease any stress they may
experience.
Containing recycled pens,
notebooks, highlighters,
treats and activity books the
activity packs cost £1,165,
and Community Windpower
were glad to help.
Martin said: ‘Restrictions
have had a huge impact on
how we engage with our
young people, and even
though we communicate
virtually, the long-term
effects in a rural area
such as ours, cannot be
underestimated.
‘We’re so grateful to
Community Windpower
and BeGreen for supporting
the unit and can’t thank
them enough for their
donation.
‘Some of our cadets
come from areas of high
deprivation, and family
incomes have been hard
hit as a result of Covid-19.
These packs have been
a welcome distraction to
the young people and their
families.’
The cadets thrive

DUNBAR

through activities, gaining
skills and accredited
qualifications such as Royal
Yacht Association (RYA),
Duke of Edinburgh Award
and St Andrew’s Ambulance
First Aid Award.

Windpower, said: ‘Dunbar
Sea Cadets provide young
people with long-term skills
and personal development
that they might not
otherwise access.
‘It’s so important we

Cadets gain a lot of skills such as the
St Andrew’s Ambulance First Aid Award
They learn life skills
through practical
experience and, by
working together, strategy,
forethought, camaraderie,
and teamwork.
Diane Wood,
community benefits
director at Community

support all members of our
communities during this
Covid-19 pandemic, which is
why when Martin explained
his plans we had to help.
‘I’m sure the packs have
proved a positive addition
to the cadets’ curtailed
activities.’

COMMUNITY WINDPOWER AND BEGREEN

COVID-19
CRISIS GRANT
This Community Windpower and BeGreen Dunbar fund is
dedicated to helping organisations deliver much needed
services to local individuals at this difficult time.

4 Applications must be from registered organisations such as
4
4
4
4

NHS, Charities, Social Enterprise, Voluntary and CIC
Awarded funding may be used for medical use, PPE, food,
fuel top up cards, sanitary products, ways of communication,
materials for schools and mental health support
Funding shall not be used for political or religious purposes,
entertainment, hospitality or personal gain
Organisations: maximum £2,500 per application
(this may change in due course)
Two pieces of supporting evidence may be required

APPLICATION DECISIONS WITHIN 48 HOURS

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS RECEIVE FUNDS VIA BANK TRANSFER

APPLICATIONS ARE STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL
All applications to Cathleen Anderson at:

begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk
For help, advice or information please call

Cathleen on 01368 863720
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PLEASE HELP EACH OTHER STAY SAFE THIS WINTER

Community Windpower

PUTING OUR
COMMUNITY
FIRST!

backs FACTS campaign
C

ommunity Windpower
and BeGreen Dunbar have
underlined the importance of
following FACTS to help keep
coronavirus under control as the
first vaccine is rolled out across
Scotland.
Community benefits director, Diane Wood,
asks that local people continue to comply with
the health guidance to help protect the progress
that has been made as the
country works towards a safe
return to normal life.

‘Community
Windpower strongly
support
the FACTS campaign’
DIANE WOOD
Community Benefits
Director

Community Funding…
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F
A
C
T
S

F
A
C
T
S

Face
coverings

Face coverings
Face
coverings

Avoid crowded places
Clean hands and surfaces regularly

Avoid
crowded
places

Face coverings
Face
coverings

Avoid crowded places
Face
cove

rings
Clean your hands reg
ularly
Face
coverings

Avoid
crow

ded
Two metre distanplac
cees
Avoid

Avoid
crowded
places

Avoid
crowded
places
Clean
your hands
regularly

Clean
your hands
regularly
Two metre distance,
or one metre
where advised

Clean

Two metre distance,
crowded
Se
your hands
lf iso
or one metre
places late and book a
larly
test if you have regu
symptoms where advised

Clean
Two metre distance,
your hand
nhsi
s nform.scoor
t/cor
one
onav
metr
iruse
regularly
#WeAreS
whe
cotla
rend
advised

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

Self isolate and
book a test if you
have symptoms

Two-metre physical distancing
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The autumn rise
in Covid-19 cases
across Scotland
demonstrated how
fragile the situation is,
so people everywhere
are urged to stick to
the guidance to keep
themselves and their
loved ones safe; and
to help prevent further
spread of the virus.
Diane said: ‘We
have worked together
so well to prevent

and how it works
C

coronavirus spreading
and now, as a first
vaccine is rolled out,
it is imperative we
don’t let our guard
down. As a company
and community led
organisation we
strongly support the
FACTS campaign
and urge everyone to
follow the Scottish
Government
guidelines to protect
our communities,

safeguard vulnerable
people and help the
Scottish NHS.
‘Only by working
together and following
the guidance will we
succeed in controlling
the spread.
‘The recent return
of restrictions reminds
us all that the virus
can spread extremely
quickly, so all of
Scotland needs every
person to continue

to follow the FACTS
guidelines – this is
especially important as
winter bites. Together
we can suppress the
virus and hopefully
before too long we’ll
see vaccines allow
us all a safe return to
normality.’
To find out
more about FACTS
and staying safe
visit mygov.scot/
coronavirus

s
Thousandin
investedr
Dunba

ommunity Windpower is committed to
local communities that fall under the geographical
boundaries that contain our wind farms.
25 year projected
Talk is cheap,
minimum lifetime of
but at Community
Windpower we have a our developments.
‘This sees
proud track record of
us work closely
investing in our host
with community
communities across
groups, schools
Scotland.
and interested
‘Once
parties to make
planning
a tangible
permission
difference to
has been
towns, villages
obtained, we
and people
get to work’,
who know
explained
CATHLEEN
their area and
director
ANDERSON
what it needs.
of civils
This allows us to
and business
provide significant
development, Rob
economic,
Fryer. ‘We build
educational,
relationships with
environmental and
community councils
social benefits for
and groups that will
the lifetime of the
last as long as the

Remember FACTS
for a safer Scotland

wind farm.’
Community
benefits director,
Diane Wood enjoys
her role, that involves
liaising with local
representatives and
Cathleen Anderson at
BeGreen: ‘Community
Windpower has been
part of the Scottish
renewables scene for
more than a decade
now and naturally
we have formed
partnerships and
friendships with
local people that
will outlast our wind
farms.
‘Community
coordinator, Cathleen
Anderson interacts

with community
groups and the public
on our behalf from
our BeGreen Energy
Advice Centre in
Dunbar, and helps
distribute funds
to where they are
most needed. In

North Ayrshire our
dedicated Dalry
Parish Boundary
Trust undertakes a
similar task, helping
fund charities,
community groups,
cultural events and
food banks.

‘So our people
on the ground
ensure not a penny
is wasted – and all
in addition to our
focussed Covid-19
Crisis Fund that has
been operational
since March 2020.’

WHERE OUR MONEY IS SPENT AND INVESTED
z Creation of jobs for local people – we currently employ a Community Coordinator, and, in
the west, a dedicated Educational Ranger
z Our Educational Ranger works with local schools, and delivers lessons focussed
on environmental topics
z Funding and operation of our BeGreen Energy Advice Service including grant funding for
energy efficiency measures and renewable energy installations
(visit www.begreencentres.co.uk for more information)
z Working partnerships with colleges that includes Student Placement Schemes
z Educational site visits to our wind farms, utilising them as an important educational
resource
z Funding for environmental and eco-friendly community projects to enhance local areas
z Funding for educational trips and activities for local schools

It’s simple to apply for grant aid. To find out more information please visit www.communitywindpower.co.uk for more details.
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Dunbar and East Linton’s Councillor Paul McLennan thanks Community Windpower,
and provides advice on how to help friends and family stay safe

A COMMUNITY EFFORT
DUNBAR CAN BE PROUD OF
ust as work and life has changed for so many of us, so it has
for me, and my fellow councillors across East Lothian.
J
We too are working from home as the Scottish Government
works to keep us safe from Covid-19.
So, it’s only right
that we should thank
local voluntary groups
and charities for the
fantastic work they do
for our communities.
Often on extremely
limited budgets, these
voluntary organisations

and individuals have been
doing that bit extra to
help people cope in these
stressful times.
Although my Council
work on behalf of local
folk is harder to see during
this period of office and
business closures, I’ve
found myself helping more
constituents than ever as
a result of this pandemic.
Every day I speak to
community activists and
support organisations,
and I’m extremely aware
of the help and sacrifices
being made right across
East Lothian as people
help one another.
It’s been strange seeing
streets in Dunbar and

across the area so quiet
at times. Coronavirus has
produced quiet roads
and pavements as local
people follow the Scottish
Government guidelines,
but our community spirit
is alive and well.
Indeed, if any good
has come out of the
fight against Covid-19
it’s been the heightened
community spirit, love
and kindness shown
between friends and
neighbours. So please,
during the festive
season and winter
months, keep a caring
eye on elderly folk near
you who might need
that wee bit of extra
help.

Twice a year, in this
newspaper, I read of
Community Windpower’s
grants, donations and
BeGreen’s advice service –
as do all of East Lothian’s
councillors.

COMMUNITY
WINDPOWER’S
ENERGY GENERATION
UNAFFECTED BY
COVID-19
says Rod Wood, managing director
Community Windpower

Having such
a rich source
of funding,
that would not
otherwise be
available, is a
huge benefit to
this community.
I’m sure that
good work will
continue, and
welcome Cathleen
Having such a source of
Anderson to
additional funding, that
BeGreen. Cathleen
would not otherwise be
steps into what is,
for her, a new role as available, is a huge benefit
Anouska Woods has to this community
moved on to take up
through the Aikengall
a post in the challenging
Community Wind Farms.
world of caring. I’m
At this time of
happy to wish Anouska
year
Christmas lights
a successful future on
brighten the mood and
behalf of us all.
BeGreen has been a
steady supporter of the
volunteers who make
them possible. Dunbar
In Bloom and the new
Belhaven Surf Centre;
East Coast FM and
Innerwick Primary School,
the list of beneficiaries
goes on.
However, at the
You need only walk
moment it’s the effort to
through Dunbar to
help tackle Covid-19 that
see examples of the
is the most important.
community benefits the
I’d like to record my
area has enjoyed from
thanks to Diane Wood
Community Windpower’s
and her Community
clean, renewable energy

Community Windpower’s ability
to generate clean, green, energy
from Dunbar remains largely
unaffected by Covid-19.
Rod Wood, managing director
of Community Windpower
said: ‘We are fortunate that
with so many businesses and
social organisations curtailing
Rod Wood
operations to protect health,
the wind doesn’t recognise the
coronavirus and just keeps turning our turbines.
‘Of course, we’ve tailored operations to meet
Scottish Government FACT guidelines and like

Windpower and
BeGreen team
for their Covid-19
Crisis Fund
that has been
so active over
these past months
with thousands of
pounds donated to
organisations such as
Dunbar Medical Centre,
Marie Curie, East Lothian
Community Hospital and
Dunbar Nursery.
It’s great to see
Community Windpower
and BeGreen do this while
helping to publicise the
Scottish Government’s
FACTS coronavirus safety
guidelines.
In closing I ask
everyone who has not
yet downloaded the
Protect Scotland app to
do so. It’s another layer
of protection to break the
chain of transmission,
does not store details or
location and could help
save your life or those of
your loved ones.
Please do all you can to
stay safe this winter.
This truly is a
community effort the
Dunbar area can be proud
of.

everyone else we’re doing our bit by social
distancing, but thankfully the renewables
sector and Community Windpower in
particular have been largely unaffected by
coronavirus.
‘Apart from the economic benefits to Scotland,
our efforts to operate normally generate the
monies we donate to local organisations,
voluntary groups, charities, and individuals in
the Dunbar area.
‘All of this, and the clean, green energy for
homes we generate will still be there when we
emerge from this crisis. Please everyone, stay
safe at this difficult period in our history.’
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Community
Windpower
Covid-19 Crisis
Fund latest

0
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COVID-19ND
CRISIS FU

Covid-19 crisis fund
available from

From Diane Wood, Community Windpower’s community benefits director
My sincere thanks go to our host
community councils for their help
creating our £255,000 Covid-19 crisis
fund. Their efforts to help us help others
have been simply outstanding.
Decisions on applications received
are made within 48 hours and help is
targeted to where it is most needed.
For example, Marie Curie clinical
nurses received £5,000 to deliver
an additional 125 hours of care, and
Dunbar Nursery was awarded £2,500
to create a secure learning space.
Dunbar and District Coronavirus

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY HELPERS

Community Helpers received £5,000,
while £2,500 was awarded to the New
Beginnings Club to create a userfriendly space for their physically
challenged members. So we are making
a real difference.
As we head into 2021, Community
Windpower and BeGreen continue to
help charitable organisations and needy
families.
A variety of recent donations are featured
throughout this issue of East Coast Today
and details of how to apply appear in the
rainbow advert on this page.

DONATING TO BLOOD BIKES

AND

DUNBAR & DISTRICT

Contact Cathleen Anderson on:

01368 863720
begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk

HELPING MARIE CURIE

SUPPORT FOR CHAS

HELPING EDINBURGH
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

£2,50E0NT Large grant helps Dunbar

EQUIPM T
GRAN

Dementia Carers care

members, families and friends.
The charity can also call on the expertise
of a volunteer who helps give people the
knowledge and confidence to use the
iPads and the internet for stimulation,
question answering, online shopping and
entertainment. All in addition to providing
help with online security and identifying scam
emails.

As social distancing measures have tightened,
relaxed and changed, so many people in local
communities still face restrictions on social
interactions, including those with dementia
and their carers.
Before Covid-19 struck, many carers met
twice a week through the Dunbar Dementia
Carers Group – part of the Dunbar Dementia
Network.

Community Windpower’s Diane Wood, said:
‘We’ve worked with Dunbar Dementia Network
for some time now through our BeGreen
centre in the High Street and know just how
hard they work. Approving their application
was an easy choice to make.

The gatherings enabled carers to share
experiences, discuss issues and, alongside
volunteers, seek further help or support.
Unfortunately, Covid-19 meant the group had
to find alternative ways to interact and help
minimise feelings of isolation and loneliness.
Their biggest problem has been ensuring
carers and volunteers had the right
technology and the training to make best use
of it.

The group needed £2,500 to
help purchase 11 iPads, to add to
funding from Connecting Scotland
and monies Dunbar Dementia Network
has raised itself.

That’s when the Dunbar Dementia Network
approached Community Windpower and
BeGreen Dunbar’s Covid-19 crisis fund for
support.

Having access to iPads ensures all members
of the Dunbar Dementia Carers Group are able
to attend online meetings with one another
and communicate via email with fellow

‘At times like these we need to support
local community organisations, that
help and protect vulnerable members of
our society who are caring for others and
experiencing periods of loneliness.
‘The iPads enable carers to share information,
stories and generally help fellow members in
what are very challenging circumstances. We
know the £2,500 we’ve provided is making a
big difference right where it’s needed.’

6
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£2,500

BeGreen helps light
up Dunbar again this
Christmas

DONATION

Graham Adams, of
the Christmas Lights
Committee, collects
our Community
Windpoweer/BeGreen
cheque shortly before
Covid-19 forced the
temporary closure of
the BeGreen office.

THIRD SIZEABLE DONATION IN FIVE YEARS

C

ovid-19 has changed social habits right across Scotland, with
this Christmas being so very different as a result.

But one constant is the
brilliant Dunbar Christmas
Lights display organised by
a volunteer sub-committee
of Dunbar Community
Council that normally
meets almost weekly
during the year to maintain
and repair the lights in time
for the big switch on.
‘This year’s lights are
hopefully providing a wee
bit extra cheer, in what
have been dark days for
so many local people
and families’, said Diane
Wood, community benefits
director at Community
Windpower.
‘Earlier this year we
agreed a £2,500 BeGreen
donation to the Christmas
Lights fund from our
Aikengall Community
Wind Farms’ Community
Benefit Fund and in light –
if you’ll pardon the pun – of
Covid-19 restrictions it’s
probably been the most
important we’ve made.’
BeGreen has now made
three sizeable donations to
the Christmas Lights in five
years.
Graham Adams, from
the Christmas Lights
Committee, said: ‘We’re
delighted that Community
Windpower and BeGreen
have supported Dunbar
Christmas Lights again.
‘It was a fantastic
donation and we really

appreciate the support that
Aikengall Community Wind
Farms’ Community Benefit
Fund gives us.
‘The money is vital
support for the 2020
display because it was
spent on upgrading the
light infrastructure, which
has been undergoing a
major overhaul over the last

OUR TURBINES
- ALWAYS WORKING
FOR YOU!

the lights are once again
burning bright, providing
much-needed cheer and a
sense of normality.’
Community windpower
projects director, Gillian
Cropper said: ‘We have
contributed to the
upgrading of the lights in
the past and were really
pleased to help out once

The moneyShelped
OP
T
increase energyE
efficiency
S
S
R
P
as older lights were
replaced with LED units

four years, as we’ve worked
to replace 30-year-old
equipment.
‘We meet current safety
standards and the work
done has greatly increased
energy efficiency levels as
older lights were replaced
with energy efficient LED
lighting.
‘The committee relies
solely on donations and
fundraising events, and
without support from
the likes of BeGreen and
Community Windpower we
wouldn’t be able to switch
on the lights, which attract
folk to the town from far
and wide.
‘Obviously this year
has be very different due
to social distancing, but

S T O PS
PRES

again.
‘Changing to LED is of
particular interest to us
as a renewable energy
operator and is a relatively
easy way to improve energy
efficiency, reducing the
impact on the environment.
‘The volunteers in
the Christmas Lights
Committee do a fantastic
job maintaining the lights

throughout the year – work
that is mostly unknown to
the public.
‘We’re extra pleased that
we now have a Community
Windpower branded light
and proud to be a part of
all of this. Dunbar residents
should be equally proud of
the work the volunteers do
on their behalf – especially
this year.’

CHANGES AT

BEGREEN DUNBAR

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING
HOURS (Dependent on current Scottish
Government Covid-19 restrictions) AND
CONTACT DETAILS
BeGreen’s Energy Advice Centre in Dunbar’s
High Street continues to operate online under
the guidance of our new community coordinator,
Cathleen Anderson.
At present, the best way to contact Cathleen is by
email or telephone, as the office will open to the
public again only when safety guidelines allow.

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
BeGreen Dunbar Energy Advice Centre
55 High Street
Dunbar EH42 1EW
Monday to Wednesday: 9am - 1pm
Contact Cathleen on

01368 863720
or by emailing

begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk
BeGreen Dunbar Energy Advice Centre, opened in November 2008, and receives funding from
Community Windpower’s Aikengall Community Wind Farm and Aikengall II Community Wind Farm.
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£4,360

BeGreen walks the
walk, when it comes
to donations
Community Windpower’s
BeGreen Centre in Dunbar
has made a sizeable
donation to help bring to
life a new walk that crosses
from Scotland into England.
The Forth to Farne Way
is a 72-mile (115 kilometres)
walk that follows an ancient
pilgrimage route, starting in
North Berwick and ending
on Holy Island (Lindisfarne)
in Northumberland
(England).
It’s hoped the walk will
attract new visitors on both
sides of the border as it
makes use of existing core
paths and sections of longdistance walking routes
with optional branches to
places of spiritual, natural
heritage and cultural

importance.
Now, thanks
to a donation
of £4,360 from
Community
Windpower’s
Aikengall
Community
Wind Farms’,
community
benefit fund
– managed by
BeGreen – the
walk could
soon become
a reality,
providing a
new route for
walkers, cyclist
and horse riders.
The inspiration,
development and
promotion of this

BeGREEN GRANT
HELPS CLUB
SURF AND SAVE!

£1,2N5T0
GRA

7

DONATION

impressive project has
been achieved through
the work of the volunteers
of the Forth to Farne

Steering Group, whose
spokesperson James Wyllie,
said: ‘We’re delighted
to receive this fantastic

Scotland’s only
coastal water safety
education club is open
again, after receiving a
grant from Community
Windpower and
BeGreen Dunbar’s
joint £255,000
Covid-19 crisis fund.
Members at Dunbar
Surf Life Saving Club
had been unable to
meet, and coaches
unable to provide vital
training exercises,
due to the prohibitive
cost of equipment
required to adhere to
Scottish Government
guidelines.
Based at
Belhaven Surf
Centre – built using
£10,000 of funding
from Community
Windpower and
BeGreen Dunbar in
2019 – the club is run
by highly-qualified
volunteers and
provides water safety
training to children
and adults from all
walks of life.
Club spokesperson,
Janet McDougall

donation and support from
Community Windpower and
BeGreen, it has really taken
us closer to making the
walk possible.
‘The Forth to Farne
Steering Group relies on the
voluntary enthusiasm of a
core group of individuals,
so this funding has given us
a real boost – we still need
more funding, so welcome
any donation large or small
to help fund way markers,
a website and leaflets to
promote the walk.
‘We hope that thousands
of people will make use of
the route, to help improve
their health and wellbeing,
particularly in the light of

Welch, said: ‘The club
was established in
2014 to address the
gap in provision for
coastal water safety
education in East
Lothian, and has
30 members, seven
coaches and five
volunteers looking
after admin and
fundraising.
‘We provide an
innovative approach
that is contributing
towards Water Safety
Scotland Strategy’s
target to reduce
Scottish drowning
statistics by 50 per
cent by 2026.
‘However, the
coronavirus situation
meant we needed
additional funding to
continue with our vital
training exercises, so
we applied to BeGreen
and Community
Windpower’s Covid-19
crisis fund for help.
‘The £1,250 grant
we received helped
us purchase PPE
equipment, hand
sanitisers and a surf

rescue mannequin
– essential because
members can’t
practice close contact
lifesaving skills on
each other at present.’
The club – which
is recognised and
supported by the RNLI
– offers internationally
recognised vocational
qualifications and is
a registered charity
affiliated
to Surf Life
Saving GB and
the Scottish
Surfing
Federation.
Janet
continued:
‘Our Belhaven
‘Baywatch’
team is made
up of highly
trained and
resourced
volunteers,
who contribute to
the safety of beach
users. We can’t
thank Community
Windpower and
BeGreen enough for
their support, it really
could be lifesaving.’

the Covid-19 pandemic.’
Diane Wood, community
benefits director at
Community Windpower,
said: ‘The East Lothian
coast and countryside is
spectacular so to help open
it up to more visitors is very
satisfying.
‘We hope this BeGreen
donation will encourage
others to support the
project.’
Diane Wood,
community benefits
director at Community
Windpower, said: ‘In
these unprecedented
times we must support
local community
organisations such
as Dunbar Surf Life
Saving Club.
‘Their work helps
equip people with the
knowledge and skills

to keep themselves
and others safe, in
and around the water,
and naturally we were
pleased to award this
grant to help members
get back to their
training exercises.’
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Cathleen Anderson is BeGreen’s newly appointed Community Coordinator and can’t wait for restrictions
to ease, allowing the BeGreen Advice Centre on Dunbar High Street to open again.
Allison Jack enjoyed a virtual coffee and FaceTime chat with Cathleen shortly before the Christmas break

Getting to Grips with BeGreen
Hello Cathleen, I feel I
know you already. I’m
afraid the Community
Windpower team gave me
the lowdown on you in
advance!
Thanks Allison.
It’s all still a bit new to me
but I’m getting there. Robb
Lynch was here to meet
me on my first day, which
I really appreciated. It’s
been a wee bit daunting
but now, after a few
weeks, I’ve found my
feet.
Yes, Robb is quite a
character. I bet you’ve
already been on site at
one of the wind farms.
You’re absolutely right. Robb
treated me to a socially
distanced guided tour. It
was freezing, but very, very
interesting.
Tell me what led you to
BeGreen Dunbar.
I’m relatively new to Dunbar
and love the area. People
here are so friendly, but what
really struck me from the
start was the strong sense of
community around the town.

I’d been looking for
something a bit different job
wise, and, as I’m interested
in environmental issues and
renewable energy, I couldn’t
believe my luck when this job
came up.
I’ve always supported green
energy for Scotland, and like
helping people, so I thought
I’d apply. When I was offered
the job I was delighted.
Would you agree you have
to be something of a
‘people person’ to do this
type of job?
Definitely. My previous jobs
involved dealing with the
public, so I’ve gathered quite
a bit of experience of making
people feel welcome and
helping them as much as
possible. If we do that then
BeGreen will continue to
make a positive difference
to the lives of local families.
That’s my ultimate goal.
You’re taking over from
Anouska Woods who
decided to fulfil her life’s
ambition to work in the
care sector.

I’ve heard a lot about Anouska
and hope to meet her soon.
Hopefully she’ll pop in for a
chat once we’re open properly
again. That would be nice. As
a bit of a newbie in Dunbar
I’m also looking forward to
becoming much more a part
of the community through
working at BeGreen.
I don’t doubt for one
minute that this job will
make you an important
part of life in Dunbar,
Cathleen!
Community benefits
director Diane Wood is
proud that BeGreen sits at
the heart of the community
and I’m sure you’ll only add
to that reputation.
I certainly intend that will be
the case. Unfortunately due
to Covid-19 we’re not able to
do some of the wee things
at the moment, like turning
the window display area over
to local voluntary groups or
hosting charity meetings at
no cost.
But as soon as possible we’ll
return to all of that. Until then
we’re limited as to what we
can do.

The big bonus in Dunbar is that the turbines
bring so much practical and financial help
to people

Community Windpower directors Rod and Diane
Wood – and the Aikengall I and Aikengall II
Windfarms that benefit Dunbar
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I would never have imagined
just from seeing turbines in
the distance.

What’s your understanding
of how the BeGreen energy
advice service operates?
The energy advice part was
self-evident but I didn’t know
about the top-up grants or the
community funding part of
what we do.
Then I heard people mention
that their local school had
received this grant, or that
funding from BeGreen and
put two and two together.
There were also some projects
I’d heard of but didn’t know
that BeGreen and Community
Windpower had played a part
in.

That’s it in a nutshell,
Cathleen. People see only
turbines, not the free
help from BeGreen that
comes directly from them.
Thankfully, more and more
folk understand that now.
That’s right. People are more
aware and know what we do
around energy advice and
grants. I’ve found that out
from being stopped in the
street by people offering me
help and congratulating me
on joining BeGreen.

‘It’s so evident that
BeGreen’s help is really
needed’
CATHLEEN ANDERSON
The busiest aspect of my
work to date has been dealing
with the increased number
of enquiries we’ve had for
energy advice, loft insulation
and heating options and how
to access funding for them.
I’ve managed quite well, with
lots of help from Debbie
and the team at head office.
They’ve been great.
It’s evident doing this job that
BeGreen’s service is really
needed. We steer people
towards solutions to help with
heating and energy problems
within the home, help
individuals and charities, and
contribute to the area in ways

Word certainly travels
fast, which just shows
how important BeGreen
is locally. It’s all been very
complimentary.
Did you give wind farms
much thought in the past?
Not really, but I’ve always
liked them. They’re nice to
look at and quite therapeutic,
although in the practical
sense they only registered as
a somewhat distant means of
making electricity. But they
do add more to the landscape
than power lines or electricity
pylons.

The big bonus in
Dunbar is that the
turbines bring so much
practical and financial
help to people: the
Covid-19 crisis fund
being the latest big
example. But there’s
been many more.
Before I moved here I
had no idea of that.
With work on Aikengall
IIa Community Wind
Farm now underway
we will soon be able to
help even more people.
So you’re getting to
grips with it all now?
You sound positive
and confident.
I am, although if our
High Street office had
been open instead
of closed because
of Covid-19, I might
have experienced more of a
baptism of fire.
But this odd situation has
provided me with the time
to get properly up to speed.
There are so many aspects to
this job and it’s been a real
learning experience. It’s also
fair to say that it’s still an
ongoing learning experience
for Dunbar where BeGreen
and Community Windpower
are concerned too.
I see great opportunities,
Allison. To help people
and build on the work that
Anouska, David and Diane
have done. Even this interview
will help spread the word
that BeGreen is here to help
wherever we can.

Hopefully it won’t be too long
until the shop is open again, with
the kettle on constantly and free
advice to hand.
Thanks Cathleen. I’m sure
we’ll talk again soon – maybe
even face to face.
That would be really nice.
Could I just take this
opportunity to remind readers
that BeGreen will open again
once Scottish Government
restrictions allow, and that I am
available Monday to Wednesday:
9am – 1pm, on 01368 863 720
or by emailing begreen@
communitywindpower.co.uk
You just have Cathleen.

Community Windpower – HELPING THE COMMUNITY, PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT

Five Facts

Community Windpower and
BeGreen’s £255,000 Covid-19
Crisis Fund has helped individuals,
charities, voluntary groups, hospitals,
surgeries, schools, care homes and
Scottish NHS support services
Aikengall Community Wind Farm
provides power for around 33,500
homes every year

Aikengall Community Wind Farm
displaces around 54,200 tonnes of
carbon dioxide per annum.
To date, the Dunbar area has received
almost £1.4m in grants and donations
from BeGreen/Community Windpower
All energy advice from BeGreen
Dunbar is completely free
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BeGreen and Community Windpower help schools

Pondlife £G3R,050
ANT
at primary
Community Windpower Covid-19
crisis fund improves pupils’ learning
experience
The creation of a new and
extended outdoor space
for the children of Dunbar
Primary School was given a
boost thanks to a grant of
£3,050 from BeGreen and
Community Windpower.
The money, generated
from Aikengall Community
Wind Farms, ensured the
purchase of school sheds
and an event shelter to
improve the accessibility
around their wildlife pond at
John Muir campus.
These improvements
provide a more stimulating
learning environment for P1s,
P2s and P3s, and help the
school adhere to Scottish
Government Covid-19 health
and safety guidance.

Depute head teacher,
Joanne Legge, said: ‘This
fantastic donation from
Community Windpower
and BeGreen enables us to
create a safe and sustainable
space for our learners to
access frequently during this
difficult and challenging time.
‘We recognise that the
social and emotional needs
of our children are much
better supported in an
outdoor natural environment,
particularly in light of the
current advice around

i

coronavirus.
‘The weatherproof
sheds allow children to
independently access and
tidy away resources, while
access to the pond is made
by way of a path around the
back of the
pond and
updating of
the viewing
platform
and railing
enables the
children safe access.
‘The event shelter
also allows children to sit
outside for longer periods,
effectively becoming an
outdoor classroom and
allowing upwards of 400
P1-3 children to experience
a more stimulating
and flexible outdoor
experience at different
times throughout the
school week.”
Diane Wood,
community benefits
director at Community
Windpower, said: ‘It’s so
important we support
all members of our
communities during this
Covid-19 pandemic, which is
why we were so keen to help
when Dunbar Primary School
outlined their plans.
‘Children need support to
focus on something positive,
to help with their mental
health as their parents and
teachers address Covid-19
issues.
The garden is a fantastic
environment and it’s great to
see the school making such
good use of outside space to
stimulate the whole learning
experience.’

CONTACT CATHLEEN

For more information on the East Lothian Covid-19 crisis
fund or to apply for support, contact Cathleen Anderson
at BeGreen Dunbar on 01368 863720 or
begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk

Coping with
Covid
ALFRESCO LEARNING AT
DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL
£3,938
GRANT

When Dunbar Grammar
School pupils returned
to lessons the school
looked at how it
could follow Covid-19
School Guidelines and
maximise the use of
outdoor spaces.
After reviewing space
around the school, it
identified a large internal
courtyard that could
offer both lessons and
a place for children to
spend breaks and lunch.

Unfortunately, the
space didn’t have
seating or tables and as
the school had no extra
budget to purchase the
furniture required, it
turned to Community
Windpower and
BeGreen’s joint Covid-19
crisis fund for help.
Their grant
application for £3,938

was rapidly
approved and
the school
quickly
purchased
the tables
and chairs
required.
The new
equipment
enables all classes
to use the outdoor
area, but particularly
those classes that
require pupil support
to access the learning
environment.
Until now, students
with additional support
needs, spent time
working in the pupil
support classroom,

as the Student
Council
requested a
quiet outdoor
space for use
at these times.
Diane
Wood,
community
benefits
director at Community
Windpower, said: ‘We
had to step in when
Dunbar Grammar
explained what it was
going to do with the
funding, because it’s
important we support
all members of our
communities during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
‘Providing children

The new equipment allows all
classes to use the outdoor area
but opening up this
outdoor space has
proved enormously
advantageous to
students working with
staff.
The area can also
be used at break and
lunchtime, particularly

with a useable outdoor
space can have a
positive impact on
health and wellbeing,
in good weather, while
also stimulating positive
learning. We hope
students are enjoying
the new look courtyard.’
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meet the cost of Scottish Government safety guidelines

BeGreen has West Barns
Primary School covered
West Barns
Primary
School, in
common with
every other
school across
the country, is ensuring
pupils are cared for
in accordance with
Scottish Government
guidelines.
The school agenda
across all schools in
East Lothian, allowed
children to settle back
into school after the
holidays without any
pressure to catch up, in

terms of attainment.
Luckily, West Barns
has fantastic grounds
and has taken full
advantage of them to
provide more highquality teaching and
learning experiences
outdoors – as far as our
climate will allow.
The pupils also
benefit from a small
woodland area that
offers some shade and
shelter, but the majority
of the school grounds
has no protection from
the elements.

A partial solution
was the installation of a
semi-permanent shade
sail structure in order to
provide shelter as pupils
learn outside, but the
extra costs exceeded
the current financial
budget.
So, teachers
turned to Community
Windpower and
BeGreen Dunbar’s
joint Covid-19 crisis
fund for a grant of
almost £2,000 to
meet the cost and
materials to support

home learning for
vulnerable families.
The play style of
learning includes
themed bags, used for
contextual learning that
are safe to use in terms
of Covid-19 health and
safety measures.
Community
Windpower’s
community benefits
director Diane Wood,
said: ‘We’ve helped
neighbouring schools
address similar
problems during the
pandemic.
‘Our fund has helped
schools and community
organisations during
the Covid-19 pandemic,
so when West Barns
outlined their plans we

£2,00

0

DONAT

ION

were happy to donate
the monies they applied
for.
‘The positive impact
of school on our young
people and their
families resonates
across our entire
community. We’re
happy that BeGreen
and Community
Windpower have
been able to play our
own small part to
help as East Lothian
and Scotland comes
through these difficult
times.’

New equipment helps keep Innerwick kids safe
Innerwick
Primary
School has
been looking
after the
welfare
and safety
of its pupils since
their return from the
school holidays, and
during the Scottish
Government’s Covid-19
restrictions.
The significant
changes to learning
provision were not
reflected in the school
budget – which

made adherence to
government guidelines
financially challenging.
So, the school
applied to Community
Windpower and
BeGreen Dunbar’s joint
Covid-19 crisis fund for
the £2,000 needed to
purchase equipment
to help them adhere to
the guidelines.
Their request was
quickly agreed, and the
£2,000 was spent on
wipe clean cushions,
tarpaulin and a cover
for a gazebo area,

outside one of the
classrooms.
Each pupil also
received an individual
whiteboard and
their own stationery
supplies.
Diane Wood,
community benefits
director at Community
Windpower, said:

‘When we read the
Innerwick Primary
School request we had
to help. Their actions
to make learning as
normal as possible
while sticking to the
Scottish Government’s
guidelines have been
first class.
‘I’m sure the positive

helping pupils and staff at Stenton

When Stenton Primary School
found the cost of creating
a Covid-19 safe learning
environment would be
beyond their current
budget, Community
Windpower and
BeGreen’s joint
BINES
OUR TURWORKING
Covid-19
S
- ALWAYR YOU!
crisis fund
FO
came to
the rescue.
The school’s application

DONAT

0

ION

impact on our young
people and their
families resonated
across our entire
community.’

For more information on the East Lothian Covid-19 crisis fund or to apply for
support, contact Cathleen Anderson at BeGreen Dunbar on 01368 863720
or begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk

APPRECIATING TEACHERS:
for financial help was quickly
approved, as was funding of £1,200
for the purchase of items to deliver
as much outdoor learning as
possible.
Wipe clean
cushions, a
playground shelter/
cover and individual
whiteboards,
whiteboard pens and
stationery supplies for
each pupil were quickly organised
and purchased.
Stenton Primary School, in
common with other East Lothian
schools has prioritised the physical

£2,00

and emotional wellbeing of pupils,
while ensuring a meaningful and
stimulating learning experience in a
safe environment – with a focus on
outdoor learning.
Diane Wood,
community
benefits director
at Community
Windpower
commented: ‘Children
need to experience a
positive learning environment and
hopefully this grant has helped
deliver that at Stenton.
‘We are so appreciative of the
efforts teaching staff are putting in

£1,20

GRANT 0

during this difficult time.
With a wee bit of luck the pupils
will find themselves in a far more
normal environment once the
vaccines begin to make a difference
across society.
‘For now, I’m sure the
youngsters are making the most of
the equipment and wish them well
for the rest of the school year.’
For more information on the East Lothian
Covid-19 crisis fund or to apply for
support, contact Cathleen Anderson at
BeGreen Monday to Wednesday:
9am – 1pm on 01368 863 720 or
begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk
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Business and BeGreen

Community
Directory

LOCAL BUSINESSES HAVE NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT!
Community Windpower and BeGreen have been supporting local people, projects,
foodbanks, charities and businesses since 2005 while providing FREE energy advice
from our BeGreen hub in Dunbar town centre. These adverts are provided FREE to
local businesses.

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM AS WE ALL JOURNEY OUT OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC.
To place a FREE advert in our next issue please email: begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk

Keep in touch with your grassroots – subscribe to
East Lothian Life- a distinctive, county magazine for
people who appreciate and are
interested in their county.
East Lothian Life
1 Beveridge Row,
Belhaven, DUNBAR
East Lothian EH42 1TP
Alternatively, give us a call on:

01368 863593
eastlothianlife.co.uk

Quality sourdough and yeasted breads,
traditional savouries and sweets and
gorgeous patisserie.

Dunbar T-Shirt Shop
104 High Street, Dunbar
01450 218 121

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Add us on Google+

All hand made daily in our high street
bakery. Come and try!

ECOSSE

60 High Street, Dunbar EH42 1JH
Telephone: 01368 238178
www.thebakerydunbar.co.uk
TheBakeryDunbar/

ENTERTAINMENTS

Wedding and
Event DJs

07745 686591
info@ecosseentertainments.co.uk

Find us on Facebook

IAIN McDOUGALL
Joiner & Glazier

TRADITIONAL WOOD AND WILDLIFE SKILLS
Tree-ditions Woodland Crafts School is the Lothian’s premier Bushcraft,
Survival and Green Woodworking location for green leisure and learning
experiences!
We offer an immersion in nature with hands on learning using treeditional
and contemporary tools and skills used for bushcraft, survival and green
wood product creation. In a woodland near Stenton in East Lothian.

www.tree-ditions.com

07562 728 572
dave@tree-ditions.com

11 Newhouse Terrace
Queens Road
Dunbar

WORKSHOP
Unit 1, Spott Road Industrial Estate
Dunbar EH42 1RS

Telephone:

01368
862 033

TELEPHONE: 01368 862344
MOBILE: 07835 496964

CORE
Pilates & yoga classes & personal tuition
Massage therapy, reflexology & Reiki

49 High Street, Dunbar, EH42 1EW
TELEPHONE

07890 618 755

www.coredunbar.co.uk

*PLEASE NOTE CLASSES ARE RUNNING
ONLINE DURING LOCKDOWN
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DUNBAR & DISTRICT

PROUD SPONSORS AND PATRONS OF
D U NBAR & D IST R ICT

HELPING
YOU FROM
THE HIGH
STREET!
If you live in the
Dunbar & East Linton
ward
• Free home energy
audits
• Energy efficiency
grants
• Renewable
technology grants
• Free advice on
how to save
energy and reduce
fuel bills
• Open surgeries
with energy saving
companies

Fluxie Feet
c/o Flux
78-80 High Street,
Dunbar
East Lothian EH42 1JH
Tel: 01368 864 567

55 High Street
Dunbar EH42 1EW

01368 863720
Cathleen Anderson
begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk
BeGreen is grant
funded by

East Fortune, North
Berwick, East Lothian
EH39 5JX

Call

07983 559 942
BOARDING KENNELS

woodsideboardingkennels.co.uk

Friendly, welcoming and well maintained
Boarding Kennels

PJ DESIGN is an East
Lothian-based design,
marketing and PR agency.
For nearly 20 years we have
been providing creative,
cost-effective solutions for
small and medium-sized
companies across south-east
Scotland.

For more information, please
contact Pauline Jaffray.
tel/fax: 01368 863593
e-mail: pauline@pj-design.net
PJ Design
2 Beveridge Row
Belhaven, Dunbar
East Lothian EH42 1TP

Prospero

JOINERY

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE
& INSURANCE ADVICE IN
EAST LOTHIAN

Dunbar, East Lothian

Prospero Insurance
Brokers Ltd
6a High Street,
Dunbar, EH42 1EL

ALEX JAFFRAY
Complete Joinery Service
Specialist in Kitchen Fitting
All trades catered for

07976 370 366

TELEPHONE:

0800 689 1370
www.prosperomortgages.co.uk
www.prosperoinsurance.co.uk
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Community Windpower helps take pressure off

The Harbours
Medical
Practice

£1,5N0T0
GRA

C

ommunity Windpower and BeGreen
Dunbar’s Covid-19 crisis fund received a
request for support from a health campaign
called Scale Up BP (Blood Pressure).
The campaign is run
by The Harbours Medical
Practice in East Lothian,
and aims to reduce the
number of heart attacks
and strokes for patients
most at risk.
As part of the initiative,
patients in Prestonpans,
Port Seton, Cockenzie and
Longniddry receive a blood
pressure monitor and are
regularly texted reminders
to text back their readings
to the medical practice.
The practices and
medical practitioners then
receive reports via email on
each patient and monitor
any changes to help reduce
the risk of serious medical
incidents in a patient.

“This is a
potentially life
saving project
worthy of our
support.”
DIANE WOOD

Community Benefits
Director
A grant of £1,500 was
provided to the practice
to purchase 100 of these
monitors, which will

increase the number
of people with medical
conditions who can be
observed closely from
home.
And the monitors will
not only be used by The
Harbours Medical Practice,
but be made available for
other GP practices in the
region.
This remote monitoring
can help detect when
patients need medical
support; research showed
that this method of
observation support
improves blood pressure
control and reduces the
numbers of heart attacks
and strokes.
While there is NHS
funding for this type of
equipment, the Covid-19
pandemic has led to a
shortfall due to increased
need elsewhere in the
health service.
Diane Wood, community
benefits director at
Community Windpower,
said: ‘This is a potentially
life-saving project across
East Lothian and very
worthy of our support.
‘The NHS Scotland does
a simply fantastic job, but
with Covid-19 taking up
so many resources, extra
support can make such a

CWL - PROUD TO SUPPORT LOCAL PEOPLE

difference, which why we set up
our Covid-19 crisis fund.
‘The Harbours Medical
Practice, and other GP practices,
provide a wonderful service and
we’re honoured to be able to
contribute to help support the
Scale Up BP project.’
Covid-19 restrictions
have heaped pressure
on many local
community groups, one
of which is the New
Beginnings Club in East
Lothian.
The club offers
activities, friendship
and adventure to

‘This technology allows
patients greater control
over their condition,
reduces the number
of appointments they
need and provides more
accurate readings. The
monitors also help
free up capacity in
the system.’
Jeane Freeman
Health Secretary

their Getting Out, Getting
Active project to start,
with an initial focus on
their Tranent allotments,
creating a productive
vegetable and fruit garden,
from where they share
produce and the fruits
of their labour with a
local food bank and the

greenhouse, which was
beyond repair while popup gazebos and folding
chairs, allowed greater
use of open areas.
‘The New Beginnings
Club provides a brilliant
support mechanism
to members of the
local community who

£2,500 A new beginning for
GRANT
New Beginnings
people with disabilities
across the region, but
restrictions meant
outings and meetings
have been
cancelled
since midMarch – leaving
members
disappointed,
and some, who are
unable to grasp the
changes, needing extra
reassurance to help
them understand.
This goes against the
club’s goal of tackling
isolation and loneliness
to disabled adults and
older people by helping
them become active in
the community.
Thanks to a £2,500
grant from Community
Windpower and
BeGreen’s Covid-19
crisis fund, members
are now able to spend
more time together.
The money allowed

Our Motto
Fun, Friendship
Activities
& Adventure

Community Kitchen in
Haddington.

need it most,’ said
Community Windpower’s

To meet the needs
of their more physically
challenged members, the
allotments required a more
user-friendly place for
them to attend.
This meant levelling out
the grounds, making paved
areas and raised beds and
creating an area with solid
seating where members
can shelter.
The money also helped
replace an existing

benefits director,
Diane Wood. ‘With
most members having
learning difficulties,
the club focuses on
self-determination and
creating new skills and
abilities.
‘This is especially
important during the
pandemic. We know the
£2,500 has made a big
difference right where
it’s needed.’
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Cubs scout out a
Covid-19 grant
C

ommunity Windpower’s joint
Covid-19 crisis fund with
BeGreen has supported many
charities, schools, NHS Trusts and
other organisations across East
Lothian.

£1,350

Diane backs DAL
Anti-litter group
making Dunbar
cleaner and safer

£1,000
GRANT

Government
guidelines allow.
The money
hile Community Windpower and BeGreen
was vital because
Dunbar’s Covid-19 crisis fund supported
the group has been
people and groups impacted by the pandemic
unable to carry out any fundraising
in East Lothian, our community benefit fund
activities or collect subscriptions, which
The fund was set up back in April
continued to help other local organisations.
helps towards replacing equipment,
as part of Community Windpower’s
purchasing badges, paying for branded
£255,000 package to help communities
face masks and providing a hand
around its wind farms across Scotland
sanitiser station and hand sanitiser.
deal with the pandemic.
Diane Wood, community benefits
But it’s not always frontline
director at Community Windpower, said:
organisations that have needed a little
‘Groups like 1st Dunbar Cub Scouts have
extra help during the pandemic.
really suffered during Covid-19, with
The 1st Dunbar Cub
members missing activities that help
Scout Group applied for,
towards long-term skills and personal
and received, a grant of
development.
£1,350 to help ensure the
Dunbar Against Litter (DAL)
‘Our joint Covid-19 crisis fund with
24 cubs, two leaders and
received a granted of £1,000
BeGreen in Dunbar was set up so we
two volunteers can meet up
to support their fantastic work
could support groups like the cubs
safely, as Scottish
in Dunbar and the surrounding
whose normal funding mechanisms have
areas.
been negatively impacted by the
The money was put towards
pandemic.
the £4,500 the group required
‘Now that we all see a bit
to purchase bins, hi-vis vests,
of light at the end of the
dog poo bags and litter picking equipment to
tunnel, albeit some months
continue the fight against litter in the area.
away, we hope the cubs
This grant continued the link between the group,
will be able to return
Community Windpower and BeGreen following
normally as soon as it is
the success of last year’s book sale hosted at the
safe to do so. Hopefully
BeGreen shop, which raised £250.
this
grant
has
helped
DIANE WOOD
O
U
R
Community Benefits Director
T
U
R
DAL was established in 2017 to help make
B
them meantime.’
- ALWAYS WOINES
RKIN
the environment cleaner and safer, and
FOR YOU! G
currently has more than 800 like-minded
people who work with East Lothian
Council, Zero Waste Dunbar and local
businesses and individuals to dispose of
litter responsibly.
Y
Volunteers pick up litter from the streets, beaches,
COMMUNWITER
countryside
and roadside, before disposing of it in a
O
P
WIND RK!
O
responsible
manner.
W
AT
Dunbar Against Litter wants to spread the
word to bring local people on board because
raising awareness can change behaviour.
a huge difference to their
Community Windpower
which helps battle fuel
Through
the ‘Adopting-a-Street’ project the group
and BeGreen Dunbar have
poverty.
homes.’
is asking people to help clean up an area of the town
been delighted to support
‘Care & Repair’s Small
Care & Repair East
and will assist volunteers by providing litter picking
Lothian was established in
Care & Repair East Lothian
Repairs Service fits these
equipment and advising where full bags can be dropped
1987 and assists older and
once again this year by
materials at no charge for
off for regular collection.
disabled people to maintain
funding their draught
labour. Each client receives
Additionally, the group has litterbins in areas that the
proofing initiative.
materials up to the cost of
and improve their homes, to
council
cannot reach, which are emptied regularly by
Community Windpower’s £25 free of charge, which
enable them to continue to
volunteers.
live independently in their
ongoing support has been
is something they would
Diane Wood, community benefits director at
own home and community.
going on for almost 10
normally have to pay for
Community
Windpower, which operates the Aikengall
To be eligible for the
years now, and helps local
without this funding.
Community
Wind
Farms said: ‘Groups like Dunbar Against
residents to become more
‘Care & Repair East
service you must be aged 60
Litter are the heartbeat of our local communities, and
or over, or aged 50 or over
energy efficient and save
Lothian and BeGreen
we’re pleased to support their fight against litter.
with a disability, own your
money on fuel bills.
Dunbar have been working
‘With hundreds of people committing time and effort
home or be a tenant of a
A Care & Repair
in collaboration for the
to the cause, we didn’t hesitate when their application
private landlord.
spokesperson said,
best part of a decade and
came through.
‘BeGreen’s funding helps
thanks to this funding, Care
‘We hope that by working together, everyone can
meet the cost of including
& Repair have assisted
help
make the Dunbar area a pleasant place where
draught proofing materials
over 100 clients in the last
litter is only left in the many bins provided.’
to make homes warmer
three years which has made

‘Our Covid-19
Crisis Fund was
set up to support
groups like the
cubs’
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EACH YEAR DONATE TENS OF
THOUSANDS OF POUNDS TO LOCAL
SPORTS PEOPLE AND CLUBS

DUNBAR & DISTRICT

BeGreen helps fund

Footballers’ defibrillator

M

ore defibrillators than ever are needed
nowadays, because approximately 60,000
cardiac arrests happen away from hospitals in
Scotland, England, Wales and N Ireland each year.
Sports clubs can be key
locations and if access to
a defibrillator is available,
then survival rates can be
as high as 75 per cent.

Rob Fryer, keen football
fan and director of civils
and business development
at Community Windpower,
said: ‘Football and sport in

£2RA5N0T
G

So, when Dunbar
Walking Football Club
approached BeGreen
Dunbar about helping to
fund a defibrillator, their
application for £250 was
signed off very quickly.
Founded in 2018,
Dunbar Walking Football
Club is very welcoming
and includes players with
special needs and physical
disabilities.
Walking Football helps
local people enjoy exercise
in the fresh air, and in
normal, non-Covid-19 times,
the fitba is often coupled
with a thriving social side,
maybe a cuppa or meals in
local restaurants.

general can
unite people
and help with
mental and physical health
– Walking Football allows
people to participate in the
game at a gentler pace.
‘Grants like this are
great examples of how our
community benefit fund
can be used to help local
people enjoy sports and
exercise, in East Lothian;
this particular funding
could be literally lifesaving.
‘We wish Dunbar
Walking Football Club
continued success in
getting more people from
across society, enjoying the
game.’

DUNBAR & DISTRICT
BeGreen is grant funded by Community Windpower Ltd

55 High Street
Dunbar EH42 1EW

01368 863720

Cathleen Anderson
begreen@communitywindpower.co.uk
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If you live in the Dunbar &
East Linton ward
• Free home energy audits
• Energy efficiency grants
• Renewable technology
grants
• Free advice on how to
save
energy and reduce fuel
bills
• Open surgeries
with energy saving
companies
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Community Windpower
sponsors local ski star
again

E

ast Linton’s
Murdo Watson
– one of Scotland’s
top skiing prospects
– is making great
progress, after
being selected to
represent Scotland
in the World School
Championships in
France in 2021.
The Dunbar Grammar
School pupil said:
‘I’m very grateful that
Community Windpower
supported me again with
this grant of £2,500, as I
wouldn’t have been able
to achieve what I did
last year without their
generous sponsorship.
‘Last season the
funding helped buy
equipment and meet
the huge cost of training
and racing for 12 weeks
abroad during the winter
season and helped me
push towards my target
of being selected for the
British Alpine Ski Team.’
Murdo was selected
for the Scottish Alpine
Team and was invited to
join the elite Ambition
Race Academy in Austria
– one of the best ski
academies in Europe.
During lockdown
he focused on fitness
training, before joining
Ambition for a month of
summer glacier training
on the Stelvio glacier in
Italy.
He added: ‘I was
pleased to be able to get
back on the slopes with
Ambition, but it was a
tough four-week camp,
with a typical day starting
at 4.30am.
‘Next season
also requires a huge
commitment with 16
weeks of training and
racing over the season,

which is why support
from sponsors such as
Community Windpower is
vital.’
Diane Wood,
community benefits
director at Community
Windpower, said: ‘Murdo
has shown great focus
and skill, and we are
thrilled to support his
progression, as we want
to help young people
achieve their goals,
whether that’s through

£2,500
GRANT

sport, charitable causes
or education.
‘Murdo’s sponsorship
is in addition to the
community benefit
funds from our Aikengall
Community Wind Farms,
because we believe in
providing help outside of
the agreed funding, when
and where possible.’

n

Educational presentations and interactive workshops for
primary and secondary schools on sustainability, energy
awareness and renewable energy

n

Creation of jobs for local people - we currently employ an
Educational Ranger and Energy Advisors

n

Work with local schools, in the delivery of environmental
topics

n

Funding and operation of our BeGreen Energy Advice
Service including grant funding for energy efficiency
measures and renewable energy installations

n

Working Partnerships with Colleges which includes Student
Placement Schemes

n

Educational site visits to the wind farm thus using the wind
farm as an educational resource

n

Funding for environmental and eco-friendly community
projects to enhance the local area

n

Funding for educational trips and activities for local schools

n Sponsorship for local events and shows.
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