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Executive Summary 

Community Windpower Ltd (CWL) is continuing its development of renewable energy in Scotland 

where it has identified a number of strategic sites which will allow it to develop, construct and operate 

plant derived from Class 1 wind resources for the lowest cost of energy in the UK.   

CWL select suitable hillside locations sufficiently distant from communities to afford new and efficient 

wind technology, with onshore wind proving the most cost effective source of renewable energy. Our 

track record of buying Scottish, (Steel turbine towers from Campbeltown have been procured since 

our first onshore wind farm Wardlaw Wood in 2005 and are today being delivered to our latest 

Sanquhar wind farm) will ensure Scotland and the economy will benefit from new technology and 

more efficient turbines. The larger, more powerful turbines, will also add more generation to 

Scotland’s energy target while reducing the overall amount of turbines built. To enable this CWL 

always seeks to maximise Scottish content of our projects. CWL’s procurement policy ensures the bulk 

of this significant investment, worth hundreds of millions of pounds, remains within Scotland and 

targeted as keenly as possible to the locality of the wind farm project.  

The Renewables Obligation and subsequent CfD regimes have helped the onshore wind industry make 

remarkable progress in Scotland; it enabled agreements with key stakeholders and removed 

prohibitive barriers in areas such as grid, aviation and transport. These support mechanisms are no 

longer available and to enable renewable energy to flourish in the post–support world, appreciation 

should be made that turbines will need to increase in both physical size (tip height) and generation 

capacity; wind farms will need to be larger in land take and offer a commensurate increase in 

generation to the UK electrical infrastructure network for electricity to ensure that it is available at 

the lowest possible cost. 

CWL organises ‘Meet the Buyer’ events prior to the award of contracts relating to the wind farm 

construction to ensure that all levels and scale of work can be afforded to nearby contractors and 

companies. They are encouraged to engage with CWL from construction to site re-instatement and 

ongoing annual maintenance of the wind farm.  CWL’s record of working with local companies is real, 

tangible, and reinforces the £7,500 per MW local spend highlighted by RenewableUK in their 

submissions to various government bodies.  

CWL look to go above and beyond this, including signing and Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

with CS Wind UK, based in Campbelltown. The MOU agreed that CWL feature towers fabricated from 

the factory in Scotland. Earlier this year CWL agreed to place the order early for the towers for our 

Sanquhar Community Wind Farm, meaning the production line was kept running. A further example 

of the buy Scottish policy is the appointing of local and Scottish Contractors, such AMD Contractors 

building the access tracks at Sanquhar Community Wind Farm and the recent appointment of RJ 

McLeod and Scottish Power to carry out the civil and electrical works on our Sneddon Law Community 

Wind Farm. The investment for Sneddon Law including all these Scottish firms is estimated to be £20m, 

and therefore an investment with Scottish Contractors of £200m for the Cliffhope Community Wind 

Farm scheme.  
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 Community Windpower Ltd is proposing to develop Cliffhope Community Wind Farm, 

situated around 15.5km South East of Hawick (see Figure 1).  

1.1.2 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm will consist of approximately 46 wind turbines, each with 

a typical rating of 5-7 MW, giving the scheme an overall generating capacity of 

approximately 300 MW or above. The scheme will include an on-site substation and control 

room building and storage area, on-site access tracks, a meteorological mast, a temporary 

construction and storage compound, and borrow pits. 

1.1.3 As the Cliffhope Community Wind Farm proposal has a generating capacity over 50MW, the 

planning application will be determined by Scottish Ministers under Section 36 of the 

Electricity Act (1989).  

1.2 Community Windpower Ltd 

1.2.1 CWL was formed in 2001 and is an independent UK company working with communities to 

build wind farms that can provide tangible economic, educational, and environmental 

benefits for whole communities and local schools.  

1.2.2 CWL works closely with our host communities to build projects that provide tangible 

economic, educational and environmental benefits for Scottish communities including their 

local colleges and schools, where we encourage promising students to join us on well-

received internships. 

1.2.3 CWL believes in an open and consultative approach with communities during the 

development stage of the wind farm project and prior to the submission of a planning 

application. By learning from our development and construction of medium scale wind 

farms, we are able to use our knowledge to design sites that are sympathetic to local 

landscapes and can provide generation to meet local and Scottish energy needs.  

1.2.4 CWL have seven operational wind farms totalling 221 MW:  

• Dalry Community Wind Farm in North Ayrshire which has a generating capacity of 18 

MW and was commissioned in 2006;  

• Aikengall Community Wind Farm in East Lothian, a 48 MW scheme which became fully 

operational in March 2009;  

• Millour Hill Community Wind Farm which is a six turbine (18 MW) extension to the 

existing Dalry Community Wind Farm and became fully operational in the summer of 

2012; 

• Calder Water Community Wind Farm in South Lanarkshire which has a generating 

capacity of 39 MW and became fully operational in December 2013 

• Millour Hill Extension a two turbine scheme comprising 6.4MW which became fully 

operational in January 2016 
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• Aikengall II (Wester Dod) Community Wind Farm in East Lothian 

• Sanquhar Community Wind Farm in Dumfries and Galloway. 

1.2.5 CWL has a further three consented wind farms in Scotland totalling in excess of 150 MW:  

• Sneddon Law Community Wind Farm in East Ayrshire, currently under construction 

and was also awarded a Contract for Difference (CfD).  

• Aikengall IIa Community Wind Farm in East Lothian/Scottish Borders; and 

• Sanquhar ‘Six’ Community Wind Farm in Dumfries and Galloway.  

1.3 Preparation and Aims of the Scoping Report 

1.3.1 This Scoping Report, prepared by CWL, constitutes a formal written request for a ‘Scoping 

Opinion’ to determine information required to inform an Environmental Impact Assessment, 

as per Regulation 7 of the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Scotland 

Regulation 2000. Therefore, this report constitutes a formal request for a Scoping Opinion 

for the Cliffhope Community Wind Farm proposal. 

1.3.2 CWL have previously consulted with a range of consultees in order to collate environmental 

information relevant to the site, to determine assessment methodologies and to determine 

the way in which the findings of the studies are presented in the ES. This document sets out 

the details of the proposed development and invites further comments from statutory and 

non-statutory consultees. 

1.4 Carbon Calculation  

1.4.1 Wind turbines and solar arrays do not produce any carbon emissions during operation, 

however the manufacturing and installation of the wind turbines on-site has an associated 

carbon cost.   

1.4.2 The wind generation element of this proposal, based on a 50% capacity factor, would 

prevent the release of approximately: 

• Carbon Dioxide  CO₂   606,455 tonnes per annum 

• Sulphur Dioxide  SO₂  14,104    tonnes per annum 

• Nitrogen Oxide  NO₂  4231  tonnes per annum 

1.4.3 The carbon payback time for a wind farm is calculated by comparing the loss of carbon from 

the site due to wind farm development with the annual carbon savings achieved by the wind 

farm in displacing electricity generated from coal fired capacity, grid mix or fossil fuel mix. 

1.4.4 For the full Environmental Statement and planning application, CWL will use the web-based 

application and central database Carbon Calculator Tool v1.0.1 (2016) to calculate any losses 

and savings of carbon in conjunction with the wind generation element of the proposed 

development. 
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2  Proposed Development 

2.1 Site Location 

2.1.1    The proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm is located within the administrative area of 

Scottish Borders. 

2.1.2 More specifically, the site is situated around 15.5 km South East of Hawick and 12.5 km North 

East of Newcastleton, and centres on National Grid Reference (NGR) 358141, 601538. The 

proposed development area is depicted in Figure 2. 

2.2 Project Description 

2.2.1 In brief, the development would comprise of the following: 

• Installation of approximately 46 wind turbines and associated foundations; 

• On-site access tracks; 

• Crane hardstanding areas; 

• Construction of ancillary infrastructure including substation/control room buildings 

and compound, a temporary construction compound, underground cabling and a 

meteorological mast and  

• Temporary borrow pits to extract stone, which would be re-instated post 

construction.  

2.2.2 It should be noted that the number of turbines and their rating, along with the proposed 

location of associated infrastructure, may change during the iterative design process and as 

a result of the Scoping responses and EIA findings. An indicative turbine layout can be seen 

in Figure 3. 

2.3  Physical Characteristics 

2.3.1 The proposed Cliffhope turbines will fall within one Landscape Character Type; Southern 

Upland Forestry Covered (Scottish Borders Wind Energy Consultancy and Cumulative Impact 

Main Report 2013), which is split into two parts, Cliffhope falls within the 

Wauchope/Newcastleton section of the Southern Uplands Forestry Covered. 

2.3.2 The Wind Energy Consultancy and Cumulative Impact Main Report states that currently 

“There are no existing windfarms or wind turbines in this landscape and none in application 

stage. This upland large scale wooded landscape has potential to accommodate the 

occasional windfarm consisting of medium, large and very large turbines.” 

2.3.3 There are a number of international and national designations which lie outside of the 

development site but within 10 km of the site boundary as detailed below: 

• Kielderhead Moors – Carter Fell to Peel Fell SSSI: designated for its biological 

importance for blanket bogs, subalpine dry heath and breeding bird assemblage (0.8 

km east of the site boundary) 

• Cragbank and Wolfehopelee SSSI: designated for its biological importance for beetle 

assemblage and upland mixed ash woodland (3.3km north of the site boundary) 
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• Adderstonlee Moss SSSI: designated for its biological importance for basin fen 

wetlands (8.9km north west of the site boundary) 

• Buckstruther Moss SSSI: designated for its biological importance for schwingmoor 

type basin fen wetlands and beetle assemblage (8.7km north west of the site 

boundary)  

• Langholm-Newcastleton Hills SSSI and SPA: a mixed designation for its breeding bird 

assemblage, carboniferous-Permian igneous geology, breeding hen harriers, and 

upland assemblage (7.1km south west of the site boundary) 

• Borders Woods SPA: designated for its mixed woodland on base-rich soils associated 

with rocky slopes (3.5km north of the site boundary) 

• River Tweed SPA: designated for its Atlantic salmon, brook lamprey, otter, river 

lamprey, sea lamprey and rivers with floating vegetation often dominated by water-

crowfoot (2.3km north of the site boundary) 

• Kielder Mires SSSI: designated for its biological importance in representation of a 

range of variation in blanket mire types (6.4km south of the site boundary) 

• Kielderhead and Emblehope Moors SSSI and SAC: designated for its biological 

importance of moorland; including blanket bog, dry heathland and complexes of 

grassland and wet heath (1.2km east of the site boundary) 

• Border Mires, Kielder-Butterburn SAC: designated for its blanket bogs, transition 

mires and quaking bogs (1.2km east of the site boundary)  

• Langholm – Newcastleton Hills Geological Conservation Review Area: designated 

for its Carboniferous and Permian igneous rocks (9.6km south west of the site 

boundary) 

• Northumberland National Park lies 9.6km north east of the site boundary 

2.3.4 Areas of Ancient and Semi-Natural Woodland can also be found within 10km of the site 

boundary, however none is located within the site boundary. 

2.4 Proposal 

2.4.1 The design and layout of the proposal will evolve through an iterative design process 

particularly during the Scoping, Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and design stages, 

and taking into account the environmental and technical constraints identified through 

baseline studies and consultations with statutory and non-statutory consultees. 

2.4.2 The final proposal will be described in full detail in the Environmental Statement (ES) 

submitted with the planning application to the Scottish Government through the Section 36 

application process. However typical details of the proposed infrastructure are outlined in 

the following sections to obtain scoping responses.  

2.5    Electrical generating equipment 

2.5.1 The model of wind turbine to be used, will be selected following the completion of the 

baseline environmental studies, ongoing transport and access studies and details of turbine 

availability from suppliers. It is anticipated that the wind turbines will have a maximum tip 

height of up to 200 m.  

2.5.2 The indicative capacity of each wind turbine will be 5-7 MW or greater, therefore the overall 

generating capacity of the wind farm being 300 MW, although this may change. 
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2.5.3 The wind turbines will be three-bladed horizontal axis machines. The finish and colour of the 

turbines and blades is likely to be semi matt and pale grey in colour, similar to the finish and 

colour as per the industry standard. 

2.6 Turbine Foundations 

2.6.1 The turbines would be constructed using gravity reinforced foundations comprising of 

concrete and steel reinforcement. The foundations typically measure 20 m by 20 m and 

between 2.5 m and 4.0 m in depth.  

2.6.2 The top of the foundations are back-filled to the turbine, reinstated with stored turves, or 

re-seeded. 

2.7 Crane Hardstanding 

2.7.1 Each wind turbine requires an area of hardstanding be built adjacent to the turbine, 

providing a stable base for the cranes necessary to erect the structures.  

2.7.2 The crane hardstanding areas will be retained after construction for the use of similar plant 

for potential repairs during the operational phase of the project. 

2.8 Substation Control Room and Compound     

2.8.1 An onsite substation/control room building and compound will house switchgear and 

metering and will connect the Cliffhope Community Wind Farm to the electrical network.  

2.8.2 The typical dimensions for the substation compound are approximately 45m by 45m with a 

building height of around 5m.  

2.8.3 The substation and control room buildings may be a containerised type which would be 

temporary and more sustainable or a traditional built brick and block structure with rough 

cast render finish. Opportunities usually exist to provide native tree or shrub screening 

around the substation.  

2.9 Temporary Construction Compound  

2.9.1 During the construction phase, a secure temporary construction compound would be 

required to store construction equipment and machinery.   

2.9.2 A hardstanding of locally won stone is required for the base of this compound, however this 

may be removed following the completion of the construction phase and the land restored 

to its current state.  

2.9.3 The dimensions of this temporary construction compound would be approximately 150 m x 

50m.  

2.10 Meteorological Mast  

2.10.1 A permanent meteorological mast will be located on-site to accurately monitor and record 

wind conditions (including wind speed and direction). It is anticipated that the mast will be 

around 100m in height and will be located on-site near the temporary meteorological mast. 
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2.11 Access Route and Tracks 

2.11.1 The main access to the site will likely utilise the main B6357 trunk road, leaving the main 

road on existing forestry tracks to the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm site. 

Further assessments will determine at what point the exit from the public road will be and 

whether the abnormal loads will reach site from either the North or the South. 

2.11.2 A transport assessment will be carried out as part of the Environmental Statement to 

determine the final route.  

2.11.3 Onsite access tracks will be required to link the various turbines to the site access point. The 

final route of the tracks will be determined once the locations of the turbines are finalised 

and baseline conditions are known, following the required EIA work. Existing tracks within 

the forestry will be utilised where possible to minimise the impact. 

2.11.4 The access tracks will be designed to avoid sensitive environmental receptors and made of 

locally won stone from the on-site borrow pits. The stone would be compacted and tracks 

would have a typical running width of approximately 5m. 

2.12 Borrow Pits  

2.12.1 Where possible, the stone required for access tracks, turbine foundations crane 

hardstandings and other hardstanding areas will be sourced from the on-site borrow pits. 

This approach will minimise transportation movements of stone to the site and thus also 

reduce the project’s carbon footprint. 

2.12.2 The location, design and re-instatement of the borrow pits will be considered as part of the 

design/EIA process. The borrow pits will be restored after use, using the excess overburden 

and excavated material from the foundation and track building process.  

2.13 Grid Connection Options 

2.13.1 It is anticipated that Cliffhope will connect into the local Grid network either North towards 

Hawick or South towards Gretna. CWL are currently in dialogue with Scottish Power Energy 

Network (SPEN) regarding potential grid connection locations.   

2.13.2 The electrical connection between Cliffhope and the electricity network will be subject to a 

separate planning application under Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989. 

2.13.3 Through this separate application by SPEN, likely cable routes will be identified and assessed 

and best practise followed in order to avoid ecological sensitivities. 

3 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Process 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1    It is foreseen that the application for Cliffhope Community Wind Farm will require an 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

3.1.2 The EIA process will be conducted in accordance with the Electricity Works (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 and EIA Regulations and Circular 03/2011 
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The Town and Country Planning (Environment Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 

2011. The regulations are currently being updated and advance guidance has been 

incorporated into this document wherever possible. 

3.1.3 In addition, the EIA will also be undertaken in line with current Scottish Government 

regulations, policy and guidance, including: 

• The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997; 

• Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) (June 2014); 

• Scottish Government Web Based Guidance on wind turbines (first published in 

February 2011 and last updated in May 2014);  

• PAN 1/2013 Environmental Impact Assessment (2013); 

• PAN 3/2010 Community Engagement (2010). 

3.1.4 This will help to ensure that potential significant environmental effects (both positive and 

negative) are assessed in a systematic way.  

3.1.5 The EIA is an iterative process and as potential effects are identified, the design of the project 

is adjusted where appropriate and suitable mitigation measures proposed. 

3.1.6 This section of the report provides a broad overview of the EIA process and specifically how 

CWL will approach the EIA for the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm. The EIA 

process for the proposal can be considered as having the following stages: 

• Initial site selection and feasibility studies; 

• Scoping process; 

• Baseline studies; 

• Design iteration and identification of mitigation measures; 

• Assessment of environmental effects and evaluation of significance; 

• Production of the Environmental Statement; 

• Public Consultation. 

3.2 Initial Site Selection and Feasibility 

3.2.1 The initial site selection stage is a crucial part of wind energy development. CWL only pursue 

sites where wind turbine development is feasible. Therefore, after considering many 

potential sites across the United Kingdom, CWL only develop those which are considered to 

be both technically feasible, environmentally acceptable and which offer a high wind 

resource to maximise green energy production. 

3.2.2 The technical requirements of a wind farm site are as follows: 

• An appropriate wind resource, minimum of 7.0 metres per second (m/s); 

• Proximity to the local distribution network or the National Grid;  

• Suitable ground conditions to build turbine foundations; 

• Minimum interference with environmental designations; 

• Maximum possible separation distances between the site and local residential 

properties (i.e. minimum distance of 750m); 

• Good road and vehicular access to the site; 

• Agreements with the landowner(s); 
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• No interference on telecommunication links and; 

• No interference on MoD/CAA radars and aviation interests. 

3.3 Scoping 

3.3.1 The intention of this Scoping exercise is to gain feedback and agreement from all key parties 

as to how the EIA should be undertaken, including the scope of issues to be addressed and 

the method of assessment to be used for the various assessments. This will include 

identification of mitigation measures for environmental impacts assessed as potentially 

significant. Each of the proposed technical assessments is outlined within this Scoping 

Report. Feedback from the statutory and non-statutory consultees will influence the EIA 

process and the final details of the proposal. 

3.3.2 Upon receipt of the Scoping Opinion, further consultation will take place with relevant 

statutory and non-statutory bodies as part of the EIA process where required. This would 

include agreement on specialist assessment methodologies, design changes as a result of 

the EIA findings and the incorporation of appropriate mitigation measures. 

3.3.3 The EIA process is iterative and therefore the scope of the EIA may change as the project 

design evolves, for example as a result of the findings of technical assessment or information 

supplied by consultees. 

3.3.4 The information compiled during the EIA will be presented within an Environmental 

Statement (ES) to accompany any subsequent application for planning permission. 

3.4 Baseline Studies 

3.4.1 The existing (baseline) conditions of the site will be established by means of: 

• Desk-based assessments of existing available data and information including data 

gathered through development and construction of CWL’s adjacent wind farms; 

• Consultations with stakeholders; and 

• Site-specific field surveys and monitoring. 

3.4.2 The process will identify sensitive receptors, particularly those that are the subject of 

statutory or local designations. Constraints will be identified and used to inform the final 

development of the turbine and infrastructure layout. 

3.5 Design iteration and identification of mitigation measures 

3.5.1 An iterative design approach will be adopted through the EIA process to determine a final 

layout for the turbines and associated infrastructure.  

3.5.2 Throughout the design stage of the scheme, particular regard will be given to any known 

sensitive receptors.  

3.5.3 During the EIA process, mitigation can be defined as measures proposed to prevent, reduce 

or mitigate any potential significant adverse impacts on the environment.  
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3.5.4 In the case of wind energy developments, most mitigation measures are embedded within 

the overall design strategy, rather than ‘add-on’ measures designed to ameliorate significant 

environmental effects. 

3.5.5 Where appropriate and feasible, mitigation measures will be considered and incorporated 

in to the scheme to reduce potential environmental impacts. 

3.6 Assessment of Environmental Effects and Evaluation of Significance 

3.6.1 The EIA Regulations require that the ES identifies likely significant environmental effects 

arising from the development. It is recognised in the EIA Regulations that not all the 

environmental effects of a development are significant. However, those which are 

considered to be significant may constitute a material consideration in determination of the 

planning application.  

3.6.2 The evaluation and determination of significant effects will be carried out using specific 

criteria defined in the technical chapters of the ES. Published standards and guidelines will 

be used as the basis for the significance criteria, where available.  

3.6.3 The proposed methodologies for individual environmental topics are discussed within this 

section. However, the approach is the same for all environmental topics and follows four 

basic steps: 

• The sensitivity of the receiving environmental receptor is evaluated using defined 

criteria.  The sensitivity of a particular receptor is a product of its rarity, vulnerability, 

value or protection under legislation; 

• The nature of the impact is established in terms of its duration, extent, frequency, 

likelihood of occurrence, reversibility and compliance with recognised standards; 

• The magnitude of the impact is determined. The magnitude of change is a 

consideration of how much the impact alters the baseline condition; and 

• The significance of the effect is determined by cross referencing the sensitivity of the 

receptor with the magnitude of change on the receptor.  

3.6.4 Receptor importance, magnitude of change and significance of effect for each 

environmental topic will be described consistently throughout the ES.  

3.6.5 It should be noted that the environmental effects may be positive or negative and where 

relevant this will be noted in the ES. 

3.7 Environmental Statement (ES) 

3.7.1 The output of the EIA process will be an Environmental Statement (ES). This will describe the 

EIA process and set out the assessment and findings. The ES would consist of the following 

documents: 

• Volume 1: Environmental Statement;  

• Volumes 2,3 and 4: LVIA Figures; 

• Planning Statement;  

• Non-Technical Summary; 

• Design Statement;  
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• Habitat Management Plan;  

• Confidential Annex (if required); 

• Pre-Application Consultation report. 

3.7.2 The content of Volume I: Environmental Statement is likely to consist of the following: 

• Section 1: Introduction; 

• Section 2: Detailed Project Description; 

• Section 3: Site Selection & Evolution; 

• Section 4: Planning Policy; 

• Section 5: Socio-Economic and Community Involvement; 

• Section 6: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA); 

• Section 7: Ornithological Assessment; 

• Section 8: Ecological Assessment; 

• Section 9: Cultural Heritage Assessment; 

• Section 10: Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Geology Assessment; 

• Section 11: Noise Assessment; 

• Section 12: Transport and Traffic Assessment; 

• Section 13: Forestry; 

• Section 14: Other Considerations (including Tourism, HSE, equality and diversity, 

aviation, communications, shadow flicker, public safety). 

3.7.3 The hard copy ES will be deposited at various locations for public viewing. Digital copies will 

also be made available. It is anticipated that the Scottish Government and Local Authorities 

will upload this information onto their website via the online planning portal in line with 

current practice. 

3.8 Technical Assessments 

3.8.1 Technical assessments for a number of potential environmental effects will be undertaken 

as part of the EIA process. Each of the technical assessments to be undertaken is outlined 

later in this report. Information gathering to support these technical assessments has 

already commenced. 

4 Community Consultation and Community Benefits 

4.1 Public Consultation 

4.1.1 CWL is committed to consulting and working with the local community from an early stage 

and pride themselves on their open and transparent approach with local people. CWL aim 

to ensure that communities are kept well informed and up to date as the proposal develops. 

4.1.2 Specific consultation events are likely to be held once Scoping Opinions have been received. 

Public consultations will involve meeting with Community Councils, communities, groups 

and residents within the area surrounding the Cliffhope Community Wind Farm proposal. 

CWL propose two rounds of consultation, the first round to gather opinion and comments, 

then a second round prior to submission of application to obtain final comments.  
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4.1.3 This will involve holding public exhibitions in community venues, which will give local 

residents an opportunity to view details about the proposal, discuss the community benefits 

of the scheme and address questions arising. Meetings with Community Councils will be 

regular and consistent throughout the consultation period 

4.1.4 Residents will also be provided with an opportunity to comment on the proposal itself and 

offer feedback to CWL, which will then be used to help inform the final design of the scheme. 

4.1.5 Suggestions from communities and stakeholders for alternative consultation methods are 

always welcome, enabling CWL to improve and maintain regular consultation with the local 

communities. 

4.1.6 The indicative project programme and timescales are outlined below: 
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4.3 Schools  

4.3.1 CWL are committed to engaging with schools in the area surrounding the proposed Cliffhope 

Community Wind Farm, offering educational presentations throughout the design, 

construction and operational phases of the proposed development. These educational 

presentations will be made available to other community groups in the area such as after-

school clubs, and local adult groups.  

4.4 Shared Ownership 

4.4.1 In line with the Scottish Government’s “Good Practice Principles for Shared Ownership of 

Onshore Renewable Energy Developments” (2015), Shared Ownership will be offered to the 

local community as part of the proposal.  

4.4.2 During public exhibitions for the proposal, full details on Shared Ownership and the offer 

available will be presented to the community for their comment and consultation. There will 

also be direct dialogue with the Community Councils to discuss the level of interest and 

opportunities regarding Shared Ownership for people in the local community. 

4.4.3 Community Windpower are committed to offering shared ownership, and will engage with 

the community on this aspect as per the Scottish Government Guidelines and the 

Community and Renewable Energy (CARES) programme. 

5 Policy Context 

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1   The Environmental Statement will identify all relevant international, national and local 

planning policy. 

5.1.2 A separate Planning Statement will accompany the planning application.  This will 

comprehensively address and assess each of the relevant policies identified in relation to the 

development proposal and the Environmental Impact Assessments. 

5.2 Justification for Development 

5.2.1 The Scottish Government sets out its legislative priorities in the Programme for Government. 

In 2015-2016 the main aims include continuing to strengthen the economy, protecting and 

reforming public services and empowering communities (Scottish Government, 2015). An 

emphasis is put onto tackling climate change, and the Programme for Government lists the 

range of initiatives that this year the Scottish Government will undertake to support low 

carbon investment.  The Scottish Energy Strategy (SES) of 2017 will help define the way 

forward with the draft at an advanced state of consultation. 

5.2.2 Targeted investment in renewable energy will act as a key catalyst of the Scottish economy 

particularly as renewable energy and low carbon technologies are two important growth 

sectors. Scotland is blessed with abundant energy resources and committed to taking full 

advantage of the opportunities that exist in transforming to a low carbon economy.  
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5.2.3 The Scottish Government issued the 2020 Route map for Renewable Energy in Scotland in 

2011 which expands upon the Renewables Action Plan 2009. The Route map identifies the 

actions which need to happen in the renewables sector in order to achieve the Scottish 

Government target of 100% renewable electricity by 2020. 

5.2.4 The Route map refers to the significant actions that are required to make progress towards 

renewable energy targets and decarbonisation through the deployment of renewable 

energy technologies. It makes reference to the Scottish Government’s commitment to 

achieve a headline target of 30% of total Scottish energy use coming from renewable sources 

by 2020. Specific targets refer to those relating to renewable electricity demand by 2020 

(now set at 100%). The Route map sets out the framework for action in the specific area of 

renewable energy.  

5.2.5 The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 set a target of reducing emissions by 80% by 2050, 

including emissions from international aviation and shipping. It also set an interim target for 

a 42% cut in emissions by 2020 with a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions year on year, 

every year, from 2010 to 2050 and increasing the rate of reduction from 2020 onwards to at 

least 3% per year.  

5.2.6 The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 is now the most ambitious and comprehensive piece 

of climate change legislation in the world, setting targets that are significantly tougher than 

the target set out in the UK Climate Change Act. 

5.2.7 The Scottish Government wants targets to be exceeded rather than merely met, and should 

not be viewed as a cap on capacities renewables can deliver. 

5.2.8 Energy from renewable sources such as wind power will play a major role in reaching such 

targets. Onshore wind energy is currently regarded as the most viable renewable energy 

source for achieving these targets in this timeframe. 

5.2.9 The renewable energy generation capacity in Scotland as of Q4 2016 was 8.6 GW of installed 

capacity with an additional 6.8 GW of capacity either under construction, consented or in 

planning. By the end of Q4 2016 onshore wind had a generating capacity of 6.13 GW in 

Scotland. Therefore it is apparent that onshore wind has a pivotal role in delivering 

Scotland’s renewable electricity targets for 2020 and beyond.  

5.2.10 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm will be designed to comply with the relevant policies in 

these development plan documents, relating to design and the environment.  

5.3 International and National Planning Policy 

5.3.1 The EIA will consider a number of international and national planning policies which are 

relevant to those topics investigated as part of the EIA.  

5.3.2 As the generating capacity of the Development would be greater than 50MW, an application 

for consent under section 36 of the Act would be submitted to Scottish Ministers, together 

with a request that a direction be issued granting deemed planning permission under section 

57 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended.  
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5.3.3 Under the EIA regulations, all section 36 developments considered likely to have significant 

effects on the environment must be subject to an EIA and the findings set out in an ES. The 

ES must be submitted along with the Section 36 application. 

5.3.4 Schedule 1 of the EIA Regulations lists types of development for which EIA is mandatory, 

whilst Schedule 2 highlights the types of development for which the need for EIA   is judged 

by the Scottish Ministers on a case-by-case basis. The Development is a Schedule 2 

development i.e. ‘‘a generating station, the construction of which (or the operating of which) 

will require a Section 36 consent but which is not a schedule 1 development’’. 

5.3.5 In relation to Scottish Government policy, the most recent Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) was 

published in June 2014. The SPP sets out national planning policies which reflect Scottish 

Ministers’ priorities for operation of the planning system and for the development and use 

of land through sustainable economic growth.  

5.3.6 The draft Scottish Energy Strategy published in January 2017, reiterates Scotland’s 

commitment to renewable energy and the continuing importance of onshore wind. The 

strategy cites the importance of repowering but also of carefully sited new developments.  

The Cliffhope Community Wind Farm site falls within this category as being an onshore wind 

farm in a carefully selected locality.  

5.3.7 National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3) 2014, sets out long term vision for the development 

of Scotland and spatial development priorities for the next 20 to 30 years. Scottish Planning 

Policy (SPP), Planning Advice Notes (PANs) and Specific Advice Sheets set out detailed advice 

from the Scottish Government in relation to a number of planning issues.   

5.3.8 Specific focus will be paid to the ‘Delivering Heat and Electricity’ section (paragraphs 152-

166) of the SPP. A more specific Onshore Wind policy is described in paragraphs 161-166 

and Table 1 of the document.  

5.3.9 The SPP intends to ensure planning system support for the delivery of the Scottish 

Government’s target for renewable energy generation in Scotland, as outlined paragraph 

154. Paragraph 154 states that the planning system should ‘’support the transformational 

change to a low carbon economy, consistent with national objectives and targets including 

deriving: 

- 30% of overall energy demand from renewable sources by 2020; 

- 11% of heat demand from renewable sources by 2020; and 

- The equivalent of 100% of electricity demand from renewable sources by 2020’’. 

5.3.10 Paragraph 154 goes on to state that the planning system “should support the development 

of a diverse range of electricity generation from renewable energy technologies – including 

the expansion of renewable energy generation capacity...” 

5.3.11 In order to achieve this, SPP states that Development Plans “should seek to ensure an area’s 

full potential for electricity and heat from renewable sources is achieved, in line with national 

climate change targets, giving due regard to relevant environmental, community and 

cumulative impact considerations” (paragraph 155). 
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5.3.12 In relation to onshore wind, paragraph 161 states that “planning authorities should set out 

in the Development plan a spatial framework identifying those areas that are likely to be 

most appropriate for onshore windfarms as a guide for developers and 

communities…Development plans should indicate the minimum scale of onshore wind 

development that their spatial framework is intended to apply to”. 

5.4 Local Policy 

5.4.1 Decisions on planning applications should be made in accordance with the relevant Local 

Authority Development Plans, unless other material considerations indicate otherwise, as 

stated in Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended). 

5.4.2 The Development Plans relevant to the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm 

development comprises primarily of the Scottish Borders Local Development Plan (2016), as 

well as: 

• Scottish Borders Local Plan – Landscape and Development 2008 

• Scottish Borders Local Plan – Renewable Energy 

• Scottish Border Planning Guidance – Wind Energy 

5.4.3 Also to be considered is the Scottish Borders Draft Renewable Energy Supplementary 

Guidance which was out for consultation until April 2017. It is likely that this will approved 

once during the ES process and will be kept in mind. 

5.4.4 The principle of renewable energy is strongly supported within these documents, which 

provide the strategic framework for use and development of land.  

5.4.5 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm will set out to comply with relevant policies within the 

development plan documents. These are detailed in the following sections; however the lists 

are not exhaustive and refer to the principle policies. 

5.5 Scottish Borders Local Development Plan (2016)   

5.5.1 The Scottish Borders Council Local Development Plan (LDP) 2016 covers all of the Scottish 

Borders and guides future development and regeneration.  

5.5.2 The main approach of this LDP is that all developments should be of a sustainable nature, 

including the reduction of carbon and other greenhouse gas emissions. The LDP also 

contains specific policies on renewable energy and wind energy. 

5.5.3 Key policies from the Local Development Plan that are relevant to this proposal have been 

identified and are listed below: 

• Policy ED9: Renewable Energy Development 

5.6 Scottish Borders Local Development Planning Guidance – Renewable Energy:  

5.6.1 The purpose of the Scottish Borders Local Development Planning Guidance - Renewable 

Energy states: The Council supports the Scottish Government’s promotion of sustainable 

development and moving towards a low carbon economy. The Council produced Scottish 

Borders Low Carbon Economic Strategy 2023 in 2013 with its related Action Plan. The 
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Strategy sets out a series of strategic aims, initiatives and priority actions. A vision for a 

Scottish Borders low carbon future has been developed based on consultation with 

stakeholders: ‘By 2023 the Scottish Borders will have a more resilient low carbon economy. 

By supporting businesses and communities to reduce their carbon footprint our business 

competitiveness and quality of life will be improved. CWL will be mindful of the points raised 

within the SPG, in particular to the Wind Farm guidance, in the aim helping SBC meet these 

goals.  

5.7 Scottish Borders Planning Guidance Wind Energy 

5.7.1 The guidance states: It is acknowledged the Scottish Borders with its relatively hilly landscape 

offers better opportunities for such developments than some other regions which may have, 

for example, low lying landscapes with lower wind speeds and higher population densities. It 

is also acknowledged that wind farm targets should be addressed on a national strategic 

level rather than simply setting each authority a specific target of wind farms to be provided. 

CWL will pay close attention to the guidance ensuring the wind farm it strategically sited 

while also in keeping with the SBC planning guidance set out in the SPG. 

6 Landscape and Visual Assessment 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1    As part of the EIA, a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) will be prepared and 

undertaken by professional landscape architects, who have extensive experience of 

renewable energy projects.  

6.1.2 This section outlines the likely range of effects of the proposed wind farm on the landscape 

and visual resource and the proposed methodology for the identification, assessment and 

reporting of effects. 

6.2 Overview of Approach and Methodology  

6.2.1 It is proposed that the main objectives of the LVIA will be as follows: 

• To identify, evaluate and describe the current landscape character of the site and its 

surroundings and also any notable individual or groups of landscape features within 

the site; 

• To determine the sensitivity of the landscape to the type of development proposed, 

any values associated with it and its capacity to accommodate wind turbines, solar 

arrays and electrical storage facility; 

• To identify potential visual receptors (i.e. people that would be able to see the 

development) and evaluate their sensitivity to the type of changes proposed; 

• To identify and describe any impacts of the development in so far as they affect the 

landscape and/or views of it and evaluate the magnitude of change due to these 

impacts; 

• To identify and describe mitigation measures that have been adopted to avoid, 

reduce and compensate for landscape and visual effects; 

• To identify and assess any cumulative landscape and visual effects; 
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• To identify effects from the solar and energy storage elements of the proposal and 

identify suitable mitigation; 

• To evaluate the level of residual landscape and visual effects; and 

• To make a professional judgement about which effects, if any, are significant. 

6.3 Published Guidance 

6.3.1 The following guidance will be utilised in the methodology and production of the LVIA: 

• The Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition (2013) 
Landscape Institute and the Institute for Environmental Management and 
Assessment;  

• Landscape Character Assessment: Guidance for England and Scotland (2002), The 
Countryside Commission and Scottish Natural Heritage;  

• An approach to Landscape Character Assessment (2014), Catalogue Code NE579, 
Natural England  

• Visual Representation of Wind Farms (version 2.2) (2017), Scottish Natural 
Heritage;  

• Landscape Appraisal for Onshore Wind Development (2003), University of 
Newcastle;  

• Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore Wind Energy Developments (March, 
2012) SNH;  

• Visual Assessment of Wind Farms – Best Practice (2002), University of Newcastle, 
Scottish Natural Heritage commissioned report F01AA303A;  

• Landscape Character Assessment Series Topic Paper 9: Climate change and natural 
forces – the consequences for landscape character, (2003) Scottish Natural 
Heritage and The Countryside Agency;  

• Landscape Character Assessment Series: Topic Paper 6 - Techniques and Criteria for 
Judging capacity and Sensitivity (2003) Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural 
Heritage;  

• Landscape Architecture and the Challenge of Climate Change, (2008) Landscape 
Institute;  

• Siting and Designing Windfarms in the Landscape (Version 3), (2017) Scottish 
Natural Heritage; and  

• The Use of Photography and Photomontages in Landscape and Visual Assessment 
(Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/11).  

6.4 Landscape Character 

6.4.1 The landscape character assessment included in the landscape and visual assessment will 

consider the effects of the proposal on the landscape character types that cover the study 

area.  Effects on the landscape character of the site and surrounding landscape character 

types will also be carefully considered in the layout design of the wind farm.   

6.5 Landscape Designations and Natural Heritage 

6.5.1 The site itself is not covered by any statutory or nationally protected landscape designations. 

6.5.2 Effects of the proposal on other regional and local designations within the study area will be 

assessed in the landscape and visual assessment. 
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6.5.3 Other designated areas in the study area which will be considered in the assessment, include 

National and Regional Scenic Areas, and Gardens & Designed Landscapes. 

6.6 Visual Receptors 

6.6.1 There are a number of potential visual receptors within the study area.  The landscape and 

visual assessment will include consideration of relevant visual receptors, including 

settlements, roads and long distance walking routes. 

6.7 Viewpoint Selection 

6.7.1 It is proposed that the viewpoint locations are based Scottish Borders Scenic Viewpoints 

along with other viewpoints used for recent wind farm applications, the can be seen in Table 

1 and illustrated in Figure 3. These will be reviewed to ensure that they are suitable and 

representative for the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm, and agreed with Scottish 

Borders Council and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH).   

 

Table 1 – Preliminary Viewpoint Locations 

ID Proposed 

Viewpoint 

Easting Northing Approximate 

distance to 

site 

boundary 

(km) 

Reasons for Selection  

1 Hermitage 

Castle 

349501 595965 5.1km The viewpoint is from a 

tourist attraction and 

represents visitors’ 

views 

2 Greatmoor Hill 348990 600702 5.9km The viewpoint is a 

known walking route 

within the Scottish 

Borders. 

3 Penchrise Pen 349075 606220 7.8km The viewpoint is 

included in Scottish 

Borders’ Scenic 

Viewpoints and 

represents views from 

high ground in the 

locality 

4 Bonchester Hill 

Fort 

359489 611738 8.1km The viewpoint is a 

known historic point of 

interest 

5 Borders Abbey 

Way near Black 

Law 

361536 617924 14.6km The viewpoint is 

included in Scottish 

Borders’ Scenic 

Viewpoints and 
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represents recreational 

users 

6 Craik Cross Hill, 

Southern 

Uplands Way 

330377 604721 24.9km The viewpoint 
represents views from 
the Southern Upland 
Way 

7 Carby Hill 349129 584441 13.5km The viewpoint is 
included in Scottish 
Borders’ Scenic 
Viewpoints and 
represents views in 
Liddesdale 

8 Larriston Fell 356886 592115 4.8km The viewpoint is 
included in Scottish 
Borders’ Scenic 
Viewpoints and offers 
panoramic views from 
along the Scottish-
English border 

9 Black Burn Falls 345835 589502 11.4km  The viewpoint is 
included in Scottish 
Borders’ Scenic 
Viewpoints and 
represents one of the 
Newcastleton paths in 
Liddesdale 

10 Drinkstone Hill, 

Borders Abbey 

Way 

348607 618344 17km The viewpoint is 

included in Scottish 

Borders’ Scenic 

Viewpoints and 

represents views of 

walkers in the area 

11 Smailholm 

Tower 

363897 634719 31.4km The viewpoint is 
included in Scottish 
Borders’ Scenic 
Viewpoints and is a 
known historical site of 
interest 

12 Carter Bar 369795 606739 9.6km The viewpoint is 

included in Scottish 

Borders’ Scenic 

Viewpoints and is a key 

route for travellers 

across the border 

13 Chesters 362349 610592 8.3km The viewpoint is 

included as 

representative of views 

experienced from the 

village of Chesters 
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14 Newcastleton/C

opshaw Holm 

348335 587565 11km The viewpoint is 

included as 

representative of views 

experienced from the 

village of 

Newcastleton/Copsha

w Holm 

15 Saughtree 356101 596734 0.6km The viewpoint is 

included as 

representative of views 

experienced from the 

village of Saughtree 

16 Kielder Castle 363141 593521 5.7km The viewpoint is from a 

tourist attraction and 

represents visitors’ 

views 

17 Kielder 

Observatory 

360923 593288 5km The viewpoint is 

included as a scenic 

viewpoint and is of 

interest for its Dark Sky 

Initiative 

18 Freya's Cabin, 

Kielder Water 

367472 587268 13.4km The viewpoint 

represents views 

across Kielder Water 

and is part of the Art 

and Architecture trail 

of Kielder Water 

19 Tower Knowe, 

Kielder Water 

369954 587114 15km The viewpoint 

represents views 

across Kielder Water 

towards the site and  

20 Grey Mares 

Knowe 

366649 600341 5.1km The viewpoint is 

representative of 

walkers at the summit 

of Grey Mares Knowe 

21 Note o' the Gate 

Car Park 

359106 603454 0.6km The viewpoint is 

included as it 

represents a parking 

spot for recreational 

users of the forest 

nearby  

6.8 Assessment Methodology 

6.8.1 The landscape and visual assessment will assess the potential effects of the proposal 

(including turbines, access tracks, solar equipment, energy storage facility, substation, 

operations and maintenance buildings, and other associated infrastructure) on landscape 

character and visual receptors around the study area.   
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6.8.2 It is proposed that a preliminary study area with a radius of 35 km from the nearest turbine 

would be appropriate for turbines of the size proposed at this wind farm. This will be 

ascertained through preliminary assessment of effects and consultation with Scottish 

Borders and SNH in the early stages of the assessment.   

6.9 Reporting of the Assessment  

6.9.1 The assessment will be carried out using a methodology which accords with ‘The Guidelines 

for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition (2013) Landscape Institute and the 

Institute for Environmental Management and Assessment’.  The following summary 

provides information on the methodology.   

6.9.2 The potential effects of the proposal on the landscape and visual resource are grouped into 

four categories: physical effects, effects on landscape character, effects on views, and 

cumulative effects.   

6.9.3 Physical effects are restricted to the area within the site boundary, and are the direct effects 

on the fabric of the site and its access, such as the removal or addition of trees and alteration 

to ground cover. This category of effects is made up of landscape elements.   

6.9.4 Effects on landscape character arise either through the introduction of new elements that 

physically alter the pattern of elements that makes up landscape character, or through 

visibility of the wind turbines, which may alter the way in which the pattern of elements is 

perceived.  This category of effects is made up of landscape character receptors, which are 

landscape character types or designated areas.  

6.9.5 The assessment of effects on views is an assessment of how the introduction of the proposal 

will affect views throughout the study area.  The assessment of effects on views is carried 

out in two parts: 

• an assessment of the effects that the proposed wind farm will have on views from 

principal visual receptors, which are the notable settlements, routes and attractions 

found throughout the study area; and 

• an assessment of the effects that the proposed wind farm will have on a series of 

viewpoints that are selected to represent visibility from around the study area. 

6.9.6 Cumulative effects arise where the study areas for two or more wind farms overlap so that 

both of the wind farms are experienced at proximity where they may have an incremental 

effect.  The cumulative assessment will include existing wind farms, those that are consented 

and those for which planning applications have been submitted.  Sites that are at scoping 

stage may be included if they are of specific relevance.   

6.9.7 The cumulative assessment will be carried out according to Assessing the Cumulative Impact 

of Onshore Wind Energy Developments (March, 2012) SNH, and will include potential 

sequential cumulative effects on routes, including roads and long distance walking routes, 

as well as cumulative effects on static landscape and visual receptors and viewpoints.   

6.10 Significance of Effects 

6.10.1 The broad objective in assessing the effects of the proposal is to determine, as required by 

the EIA Regulations, what the predicted significant effects of the development, especially 
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the wind farm element, on the landscape and visual resource will be.  In this assessment, 

effects will be assessed to be either significant or not significant. 

6.10.2 The significance of effects is assessed through a combination of two considerations; (i) the 

sensitivity of the landscape element, landscape character receptor, view or visual receptor, 

and (ii) the magnitude of change that will result from the introduction of the proposed wind 

farm.  

6.10.3 Sensitivity is an expression of the ability of a landscape element, landscape character 

receptor, view or visual receptor to accommodate the wind farm element of the renewable 

energy park, and is dependent on baseline characteristics including value, quality, 

importance, the nature of the viewer, and existing character.   

6.10.4 Magnitude of change is an expression of the scale of the change on landscape elements, 

landscape character receptors and visual receptors that will result from the development of 

the wind farm.  

6.10.5 The factors that are considered in sensitivity and magnitude of change are assimilated to 

assess whether the wind farm will have an effect that is significant or not significant.  The 

location of this wind farm element of the renewable energy park adjacent to a consented 

wind farm and in close proximity to operational wind farms will be reflected in the detailed 

methodology that is used in the evaluation of sensitivity and magnitude of change.   

6.10.6 The methodology for assessing the effects of wind farm development is not reliant on the 

use of a matrix to determine the significance of landscape and visual effects, nor does it 

define levels of significance. It is, however, considered useful to include a matrix in the 

methodology to illustrate how combinations of sensitivity and magnitude of change can give 

rise to a significant effect and to provide an understanding as to the threshold at which 

significant effects may arise. Table 2 provides this illustration. 
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Table 2 – Illustrative Significance Matrix 

Magnitude 

  

Sensitivity: 

High Medium-

High 

Medium Medium-

Low 

Low Negligible 

High Significant Significant Significant Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Medium-

High 

Significant Significant Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Medium Significant  Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Medium-

Low 

Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Low Significant/ 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

Not 

Significant 

 

6.10.7 Effects that are assessed within the dark grey boxes in the matrix are assessed to be 

significant in terms of the EIA Regulations. Those effects that are assessed within the light 

grey boxes may be significant or not significant, dependent on the specific factors and effect 

that is assessed in respect of a particular landscape or visual receptor. Experienced 

professional judgement is applied to the assessment of all effects and reasoned argument is 

presented in respect of the findings in each case. 

6.10.8 A significant effect occurs where the wind farm will provide a defining influence on a 

landscape element, landscape character receptor or view. A significant cumulative effect 

occurs where addition of the of the wind farm to other existing and/or proposed wind farms 

will result in a landscape character or view that is defined by the presence of more than one 

wind farm and is characterised primarily by wind farms. 

6.11 Nature of Effects 

6.11.1 EIA Regulations state that the Environmental Statement should include a description of the 

likely significant effects of the wind farm on the environment, which should cover the direct 

effects and any indirect, secondary, cumulative, short and long-term, permanent and 

reversible, positive and negative effects of the wind farm.   

6.11.2 Guidance provided by the Landscape Institute on the ‘nature of effect’ in its publication 

‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Third Edition’ states (paragraph 

3.22) that “effects can be positive (beneficial) or negative (adverse) in their consequences for 

landscape or for views and visual amenity”.  Further information on the nature of landscape 

effects is provided in paragraph 5.37, which states that: 

“One of the more challenging issues is deciding whether the landscape effects should be 

categorised as positive or negative.  It is also possible for effects to be neutral in their 
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consequences for the landscape.  An informed professional judgement should be made about 

this and the criteria used in making the judgement should be clearly stated.  They might 

include, but should not be restricted to: 

• the degree to which the proposal fits with existing character; 

• the contribution to the landscape that the development may make in its own right, 

usually by virtue of good design, even if it is in contrast to existing character..” 

6.11.3 Similar advice is given in relation to visual effects in paragraph 6.28, which states that: 

“As with landscape effects an informed professional judgement should be made as to 

whether the visual effects can be described as positive or negative (or in some cases neutral) 

in their consequences for views and visual amenity.  This will need to be based on a judgement 

about whether the changes will affect the quality of the visual experience for those groups of 

people who will see the changes, given the nature of existing views.”  

6.11.4 In the assessment, the nature of effects will be assessed to be negative, neutral or positive, 

under the following definitions:  

• Positive effects contribute to the landscape and visual resource through the 

enhancement of desirable characteristics or the introduction of new, positive 

attributes.  The removal of undesirable existing elements or characteristics can also 

be beneficial, as can their replacement with more appropriate components; 

• Neutral effects occur where the proposed wind farm neither contributes to nor 

detracts from the landscape and visual resource or where the effects are so limited 

that the change is hardly noticeable.  A change to the landscape and visual resource 

is not considered to be adverse simply because it constitutes an alteration to the 

existing situation; and  

• Negative effects are those that detract from or weaken the landscape and visual 

resource through the introduction of elements that contrast in a detrimental way 

with the existing characteristics of the landscape and visual resource, or through the 

removal of elements that are key in its characterisation. 

6.11.5 Judgements on the nature of effect are based on professional experience and reasoned 

opinion informed by best practice guidance. 

6.12 Cumulative Assessment 

6.12.1 The cumulative assessment will be of particular importance for this wind farm in relation to 

the operational, consented and proposed wind farms that are in close proximity to the site.  

Other more distant sites will also be relevant.  

6.12.2 It is proposed that other wind farm developments will be considered in the cumulative 

impact assessment subject to changes between now and the submission of the application. 

6.12.3 It is also proposed that for single turbines, only those which are 50m high or taller are 

included in the LVIA. 

6.12.4 The cumulative assessment will be carried out in accordance with ‘Assessing the Cumulative 

impact of Onshore Wind Energy Developments’ (SNH 2012), and will include potential 

sequential cumulative effects on routes, including roads and other routes, as well as 
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cumulative effects on static receptors and viewpoints.  Landscape and visual receptors will 

be included in the cumulative assessment.   

6.13 Visualisations  

6.13.1 Visualisations will be produced in accordance with ‘Visual Representation of Wind Farms’ 

(Scottish Natural Heritage, 2017). 

6.13.2 Photomontages and wirelines will be provided for viewpoints that lie within 15 km of the 

nearest turbine, while viewpoints beyond 15 km away will be illustrated by wirelines.   

6.13.3 It is proposed that surrounding consented, but not yet constructed schemes will be digital 

added to photomontages of baseline photographs, in order to illustrate the predicted 

baseline situation that will be in place when the wind farms are fully constructed.   

7 Ecology and Ornithology 

7.1 Introduction 

7.1.1 An Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) will be undertaken. All ecology personnel working 

on the project are members of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 

(IEEM) and have extensive experience of wind farm development. 

7.1.2 CWL will look to appoint an Ecological consultant with a comprehensive understanding of 

the ecological and ornithological conditions on and around the site. 

7.2 Guidance 

7.2.1 The ecology assessment will be undertaken in accordance with best practice outlined in but 

not limited to the following published guidance: 

• Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild 
Flora and Fauna (the ‘Habitats Directive’); 

• Council Directive 78/659/EEC on the quality of fresh waters needing protection or 
improvement in order to support fish life (the ‘Freshwater Fish Directive’), 
transposed into Scots law by the Surface Waters (Fishlife) (Classification) (Scotland) 
Regulations 1997; 

• Council Directive 2000/60/EC (‘Water Framework Directive’), transposed into Scots 
law by the Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 (the WEWS 
Act); 

• Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

• Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 (as amended); 

• Wildlife & Natural Environment (Scotland) Act 2011; 

• Protection of Badgers Act 1992; 

• Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended) (the ‘Habitat 
Regulations’); 
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• The Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2007; 

• The Conservation (Protection of Habitats and Species) Regulations 2010;  

• Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 

• Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996; 

• Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003;Ecology 
Methodology; 

• CIEEM (2016) Guidelines for Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK and Ireland: 
Terrestrial, Freshwater and Coastal, 2nd edition. Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management, Winchester; 

• Guidelines for baseline Ecological Assessment (1995), Institute of Environmental 
Assessment; 

• Scottish Borders Local Biodiversity Action Plan; 

• UK Biodiversity Action Plan; 

• Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey: a Technique for Environmental Audit (2010), Joint 
Nature Conservation Committee; 

• Assessing Significance of Impacts from Onshore Wind farms on Birds Out with 
Designated Areas (2006), Scottish Natural Heritage; 

• Guidance Recommended bird survey methods to inform impact assessment of 
onshore wind farms (2014), Scottish Natural Heritage; 

• Wind farms & Birds: Calculating the theoretical collision risk assuming no avoidance 
action (2000), Scottish Natural Heritage; 

• Dealing with Construction and Birds (2016), Scottish Natural Heritage; 

• Bat Surveys for Professional Ecologists: Good Practice Guidelines (3rd edition), Bat 
Conservation Trust; 

• Bats and Turbines (2012), Natural England, Scottish Natural Heritage and the 
Countryside Council for Wales; 

• SNIFFER (2009), WFD95: A Functional Wetland Typology for Scotland-Project 
Report; 

• JNCC (2010), Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey; 

• SEPA (2010), Construction of River Crossings;  

• Construction Industry Research and Information Association (CIRIA) (2010), 
Environmental Good Practice on Site; 

• Strachan, R. et al. (2011), Water Vole Conservation Handbook; 

• SNH (2013), A Handbook on Environmental Impact Assessment (4th Edition); 

• Natural England (2014), Technical Information Note TIN051, Bats and Onshore 
Wind Turbines Interim Guidance; 
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• SEPA (2014), Land Use Planning System Guidance Note 4, Planning Guidance on 
on-shore windfarm developments;  

• SEPA (2014), Land Use Planning System Guidance Note 31, Guidance on Assessing 
the Impacts of Windfarm Development Proposals on Groundwater Abstractions 
and Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems; and 

• SNH et al. (2015), Good Practice During Windfarm Construction. Version 3. 

Initial Consultation 

7.2.2 Consultation with consultees, such as Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) 

Scotland and Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) will be undertaken at the earliest opportunity. 

7.2.3 This consultation will continue throughout the duration of the EIA of the proposed Cliffhope 

scheme, to ensure that any potential impacts that may be identified during the confirmatory 

and additional surveys can be addressed accordingly. 

7.2.4 Key consultees will be kept informed of the progress and findings of all assessment work. 

7.3 Ground Water Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE) 

7.3.1 SEPA has a responsibility to protect groundwater abstractions and Groundwater Dependant 

Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE). Foundations, borrow pits and linear infrastructure such as 

roads, tracks and trenches can disrupt groundwater flow and impact upon these sensitive 

receptors. Such impacts will vary depending on the scale and location of the development. 

7.3.2 A full NVC Survey will be completed to identify any GWDTE on the proposed wind farm site 

and the final wind farm layout and associated infrastructure will be designed to minimise 

any potential impacts on GWDTEs. 

7.4 Habitat Survey Methodology 

7.4.1 A Phase 1 Habitat Survey, in accordance with the Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

(JNCC) Methodology 2005, will also be conducted and will include searches for scarce or rare 

plants, assisted by the use of aerial photography.  

7.4.2 A National Vegetation Classification Survey (NVC) for the site will also be undertaken.  

7.4.3 The results of these surveys will be used to inform a constraints plan. The principle mitigation 

measures adopted will be the use of buffer zones around sensitive areas of habitat, sensitive 

construction techniques and habitat management/restoration where appropriate. 

Significant impacts from the scheme will be identified using published IEEM Guidelines. 

7.5  Mammal Survey Methodology 

7.5.1 Survey work will be carried out to identify evidence of the following species during the field 

surveys: 

• Badger; 

• Otter; 

• Bats and; 

• Water Vole. 
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7.5.2 Previous survey work, should it be available will be utilised and updated with additional 

surveys undertaken with all watercourses being surveyed for Otter and Water Vole, 

including Dawson Burn, Liddell Water and its tributaries.  

7.5.3 Open land and forest edges will be surveyed for Badger sets and their use of the moorland 

for foraging established.  

7.6 Bat Surveys 

7.6.1 CWL will carry out the following surveys to identify Bat activity in the area; 

• Activity surveys: one visit per transect for each season (April, July and October); 

• Remote detectors placed on site (5 consecutive nights for each single location within 

the survey area, per month). These will be placed on site (one in spring, one in 

summer and one in later summer).  

7.7 Ornithology Survey Methodology 

7.7.1 A full assessment will be undertaken as part of the Cliffhope Community Wind Farm EIA to 

access the bird usage of the site, which will include: 

• Vantage Point Watches (including dusk and dawn watches); 

• Breeding Bird Survey; 

• Wintering Bird Survey; 

• Migrating Bird Survey; 

• Raptor Survey; 

• Wader Survey; 

• Hen Harrier, Goshawk, Merlin, Roosting Hen Harriers, Black Grouse, Long eared Owl 

and Nightjar, Barn Owl and Geese; 

• Common Birds Census; and 

• Cumulative Assessment. 

7.7.2 All survey work will be agreed with RSPB and SNH in relation to the site. This information 

will allow an accurate and standardised assessment of the impacts of the development on 

ornithological interests in this area. 

7.7.3 All survey methods comply with the latest SNH guidance to quantify the use of the area by 

wild birds and enable a proper assessment of likely impact. 

7.7.4 It may be necessary to provide a Confidential Annex of Environmentally Sensitive 

Information, detailing nest locations or other sensitive information related to protected 

species. 

7.8 Fish 

7.8.1 A freshwater ecology survey will be undertaken by an appointed consultant to establish the 

freshwater ecological baseline in the watercourses surrounding the development area and 

in order for CWL to understand the potential impacts on the ecosystems.  
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7.9 Amphibians 

7.9.1 Amphibian surveys for Cliffhope Community Wind Farm would be carried out whilst other 

surveys were taking place, therefore an assessment of the use of the site for amphibians will 

be undertaken.  

7.10 Reptile Survey 

7.10.1 To establish whether there would be a potential impact, a survey for reptiles will be carried 

out at the Cliffhope Community Wind Farm site.  

8 Noise 

8.1 Guidance 

8.1.1 As part of the EIA, an assessment of noise impacts will be undertaken, to assess the ambient 

noise in the vicinity of the development at Cliffhope Community Wind Farm. The results will 

be assessed against guidelines available for wind energy developments, including: 

• Planning Advice Note 1/2011 (web-based planning guidance); 

• ETSU-R-97 The Assessment and Rating of Noise from Wind farms and the latest; 

  and 

• A Good Practice Guide to the application of ETSU-R-97 for the assessment and rating 

of wind turbine noise (Institute of Acoustics, May 2013) and such supplementary 

guidance notes as may be available at the date of the assessment.  

8.2 Assessment Methodology 

8.2.1 The assessment of noise impacts will be undertaken by a qualified acoustician. The 

assessment will use the background noise levels agreed previously with Local Authority 

Environmental Health Officers, which are based on background noise levels prior to turbines 

operating in the area. 

8.2.2 If it is predicted that the noise from the wind farm may potentially exceed agreed noise 

criteria at sensitive receptors during the construction, operation or decommissioning phases 

then a range of mitigation measures will be considered and evaluated. 

8.2.3 Further to this, the assessment will include the following: 

• Prediction of noise imission levels at each receptor; 

• Comparison of predicted levels with agreed noise limits; and 

• Identification of mitigation measures where necessary. 

8.2.4 All baseline noise measurements will be correlated with simultaneous wind speed 

measurements averaged over ten-minute periods at the proposed wind farm site. This will 

enable a comparison to be made between actual operating noise levels from the turbines 

and the noise levels that would otherwise be experienced at dwellings. 

8.2.5 Potential mitigation for construction and decommissioning periods include the limitation of 

construction hours and modification of construction techniques. Measures to mitigate the 
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impact of operational noise include the modification of the layout design, modification of 

the turbine type, and the use of noise reduction technology by turbine software control. 

8.2.6 The noise assessment will also incorporate any noise effects as a result of the inclusion of a 

solar array and the energy storage facility. 

9 Cultural Heritage 

9.1 Introduction 

9.1.1 As part of the EIA, the cultural heritage resource located in and around the area of the 

proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm will be identified and assessed. 

9.2 Guidance 

9.2.1 The cultural heritage assessment will be conducted in accordance with, and taking account 

of the following legislation, policies, standards and guidance (amongst others): 

• Scottish Historic Environment Policy: Scotland’s Historic Environment (2016) Historic 

Scotland; 

• Managing Change in the Historic Environment Guidance Notes  (2010) Historic 

Scotland; 

• Managing Change in the Historic Environment (2010) Historic Scotland; 

• Managing Scotland’s Archaeological Heritage: A guide to the care and management 

of archaeological sites for owners, occupiers and other land users (2013) Historic 

Scotland; 

• Scottish Planning Policy (2014), The Scottish Government; 

• Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (2009), The 

Institute for Field Archaeologists; 

• Code of Conduct (2010), The Institute for Archaeologists. 

9.3 Assessment Methodology 

9.3.1 For the purpose of this assessment, Cultural Heritage interests will be deemed to include 

both above ground (the built heritage) and below ground remains. The assessment will 

consider both the potential direct and indirect effects upon the following Cultural Heritage 

interests: 

• Archaeology - above and below ground, designated or not. Consideration will be 

given to the potential for currently unknown (buried) archaeological remains to exist 

within the site;  

• Listed Buildings, Conservation Areas, Inventory Gardens and Designated Landscapes, 

Inventory Battlefields, and hedgerows. 

9.3.2 The potential for direct effects from construction, operation and decommissioning will be 

assessed, and appropriate mitigation recommended. The aim would be to avoid any direct 

impacts through the early identification of archaeological interests on the site and iterations 

to the site layout. 
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9.3.3 Any indirect effects are likely to consist of changes to the setting of historic features and so 

the identification of such features will be made against a Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV). 

9.3.4 To consider direct and indirect effects, data will be gathered from the following sources: 

• Historic Environment Scotland; 

• West of Scotland Sites and Monuments Record (WoSAS); 

• Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historic Monuments (RCHAMS); 

• Scottish Natural Heritage; 

• Local Planning Authority Historic Environment Service and Records; 

• Local Libraries and Archives as appropriate; and 

• Historical mapping and aerial photography. 

9.4 Walkover Survey 

9.4.1 A walkover survey may be carried out if deemed necessary due to the archaeological 

resource of the site. If required, this fieldwork will be conducted to: 

• Assess and validate the documentary data collected; 

• Identify the extent and condition of any visible archaeological monuments; 

• Determine whether previously unrecorded historic features are visible; and 

• Provide an indication of the suitability of any further survey techniques. 

9.4.2 Written descriptions and photographic records will be made of all sites located within the 

study area. Data from the desk-based assessment and field surveys will identify the need for 

any site evaluation work. 

9.4.3 The results of the surveys will inform a constraints plan which will be used in the final design 

and layout of the development. The objective of this is to build-in mitigation of 

archaeological impacts into the layout of the wind farm.  

9.5 Impact Assessment and Mitigation 

9.5.1 The assessment will be supported by presentation of the data in assessment tables, with a 

gazetteer and location plan. The assessment will detail direct and indirect impacts within the 

site and wider study area. The detailed data gathered will be provided in the Environmental 

Statement. Any cultural heritage receptors identified on site would be taken into account in 

the iterative layout design process.   

9.5.2 Where significant effects on heritage assets are identified, measures to prevent and reduce, 

these adverse effects will be proposed, such as: 

• Micro-siting of development components from sensitive locations; 

• Fencing around sites/features during the construction phase to provide protection; 

• A watching brief implemented during the construction activities, particularly during 

ground disturbance works. 
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10 Traffic and Transport 

10.1 Guidance 

10.1.1 The Traffic Assessment will be conducted in accordance with and taking account of, the 

following policies and guidance (amongst others): 

• Scottish Planning Policy (2014); 

• Guidelines for Traffic Impact Assessment (1994) Institution of Highways and 

Transportation; 

• Guidelines for the Environmental Assessment of Road Traffic (1993), Institute of 

Environmental Assessment; 

• Transport Assessment Guidance (2012) Scottish Government; 

• PAN 75: Planning for Transport, Scottish Government 

• Local planning policies on transport. 

10.2 Proposed Access Route 

10.2.1 The main access to the site is likely to utilise the main B6357 trunk road to the proposed 

Cliffhope Community Wind Farm site, CWL with then look to utilise existing forestry tracks 

where possible to access the wind farm site. It is worth noting the B6357 runs through the 

centre of the proposed site, so consideration will be made as to the safety of other road 

users. 

10.2.2 As part of the ES CWL will include a proposed vehicle movements table which will indicate 

the potential impact on the roads network. 

11 Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

11.1 Guidance 

11.1.1 The Hydrology and Hydrogeology assessment will be conducted in accordance with, and 

taking account of the following legislation, policies, standards and guidance (amongst 

others): 

• Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 2014; 

• The Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC); 

• The Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003; 

• The Water Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011; 

• SEPA Pollution Prevention Guidance Notes (PPG);  

• SEPA Regulatory Position Statement – Developments on Peat (2010); 

• SEPA Guidelines for Water Pollution Prevention from Civil Engineering Contracts and 

‘Special Requirements’; 

• SEPA Technical Flood Risk Guidance for Stakeholders (2015); 

• PAN 51: Planning, Environmental Protection and Regulation (Scottish Government, 

revised 2006); 

• PAN 69: Planning and Building Standards Advice on Flooding (2004); and 

• Scottish Executive: River Crossings and Migratory Fish: Design Guidance. 
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11.2 Methodology 

11.2.1 The methodology involves a desk-based assessment of public data and consultation with 

various bodies including Scottish Water, SEPA, Scottish Natural Heritage and local 

Environmental Health departments.  

11.2.2 Site visits will be undertaken, which will enabled a thorough understanding of the 

hydrological and hydrogeological conditions on site to be obtained. 

11.2.3 It is anticipated that the following information will be assessed: 

• River flow and surface water quality data; 

• Climatic data; 

• Water features across the site including wetlands areas and natural springs;  

• Any water supply sources (either springs, boreholes and wells) including private 

water supplies; 

• Historical land use and potential sites of land contamination;  

• Discharge consents;  

• Flooding and flood risk information;  

• Rainfall data; 

• Presence and depth of peat; 

• Local geology; 

• Local soils and their condition. 

11.2.4 Surface water will be identified and an assessment of the potential impact the works could 

have on surface and ground water quality and flows made. An assessment will be made for 

the construction, operation and decommissioning phases and mitigation recommendations 

clearly identified.  

11.2.5 If deemed necessary, a flood risk assessment will also be undertaken. This would include; 

• Confirming modelled flood level for the site for the 1 in 100 and 1 in 1000 year flow 

events using data from SEPA, including potential impacts of climate change. 

11.2.6 SEPA mapping can confirm flood level (and depth and velocity where data is available) for; 

• A 10 year period; 

• 200 year return period; 

• 1000 year return period; 

• 200 year return period plus climate change for surface water.  

11.2.7 Mitigation recommendations will have an emphasis on the protection of the catchment, 

watercourses and their tributaries and any private water supplies. The protection of the 

hydrological and hydro-geological resources and pollution prevention will be a key 

consideration, particularly during site preparation and construction. 

11.2.8 CWL will look to assess any potential impacts on private water supplies, and where require 

look to mitigate any potential impacts. 
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12 Geology 

12.1.1 In order to provide a thorough understanding of the site conditions with respect to the 

geology and soils, all readily available information pertaining to the site will be obtained. 

12.1.2 Walkover surveys will be undertaken during the development to ascertain the ground 

conditions. These surveys will look to identify the following: 

• Geology; 

• Geomorphology; 

• Mining conditions; 

• Peat; 

• Physical stability and natural geo-hazards; 

• Confirmation of the actual soil conditions on site where any site specific investigation 

information may exist; and 

• Review of the historical use of the site to identify any potential sources of soil 

contamination and allied conditions.  

12.1.3 A thorough review of data obtained from relevant third party organisations, including SEPA 

and the Local Planning Authorities will also be carried out.  

12.1.4 An assessment of the geological conditions will be detailed within the Environmental 

Statement. 

13 Telecommunications 

13.1 Existing Baseline Conditions 

13.1.1 It has previously been confirmed by OFCOM that there are communication links within the 

vicinity of the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm site, which could be impacted by 

wind farm development. CWL will look to consultant with OFCOM and ensure that the 

development will have minimum impact on the networks. 

13.2 Guidance 

13.2.1 The following guidance documents will be taken into account in this assessment: 

• Scottish Planning Policy (2014); 

• PAN 62: Radio Telecommunications; 

• Ofcom (2009) Tall structures and their impact on broadcast and other wireless 

services; 

• BBC, Ofcom (2001) The Impact of Large Buildings and Structures (including wind 

farms) on Terrestrial Television Reception.  

13.3 Methodology 

13.3.1 If inappropriately sited, wind turbines have the potential to interfere with local 

telecommunications. To ensure the wind farm element does not cause problems with these 

networks, consultation with all television, radio and mobile phone operators will continue 
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to be carried out. If any links do exist within the development area, then consultation will be 

held with the link operators and suitable buffer distances applied, which could incorporate 

the relocation or removal of turbines when producing the final design for the wind farm 

layout. 

14 Forestry 

14.1.1 The majority of the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm lies within commercially 

forested areas, made up mainly of sitka spruce. CWL will look to work with the forestry 

management companies as well as the forestry commission to insure the minimum impact 

on the forestry. 

14.1.2 Within the ES CWL will look to include both a felling scheme of works and restocking plan. 

To ensure minimal impact this will be done in line with current forestry felling operations. 

14.1.3 In order to minimise impact on the forestry operations CWL will look to site turbines and 

equipment in areas of open ground. Where there is a requirement for the turbines to be 

sited in areas of forestry CWL will look to keyhole the turbines into the forestry, thus 

negating the requirement for clear felling. 

15 Aviation and Radar 

15.1.1 An assessment will be undertaken to consider the potential impacts the proposed Cliffhope 

Community Wind Farm proposal may have on aviation facilities and operations, so as not to 

interfere with military or civil aviation communication systems within the vicinity of the site. 

15.1.2 This will involve a desk-based assessment of safeguarding maps and direct consultation with 

the Ministry of Defence (MOD), Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and National Air Traffic 

Services (NATS). 

15.1.3 Pre-application advice from the MOD in relation to Cliffhope has raised concerns about the 

proposal. The proposed Cliffhope turbines will be detectable by the Air Traffic Control (ATC) 

radar at Great Dunfell which provides a data feed to the ATC at Warton Aerodrome. CWL 

will liaise with the MOD to mitigate and resolve this. Cliffhope also sits in close proximity to 

RAF Spadeadam at Deadwater fell. The radar at Deadwater Fell is used by the MOD for Low-

Fly training, CWL will look to consult with the MOD at the earliest opportunity to mitigate 

any risks the proposal may have. 

15.1.4 The CAA released a policy in June 2017 stating that turbines which are 150m above ground 

level require aviation warning lights. Therefore turbines are to have 2000 candela lights 

fitted as close as possible to the top of the structure, which the CAA interprets as the nacelle 

as opposed to the blade tips. CWL will work with the CAA to accommodate for this. Details 

of all consultation with these statutory aviation consultees will be fully detailed within the 

ES. 

15.1.5 As of April 2015 the Met Office became a statutory consultee for wind farm developments. 

Met Office concerns are predominantly due to potential adverse impacts on weather radars 

with the main physical effects being beam blocking and reflection from wind turbines. CWL 

will engage with the Met Office to confirm that all wind turbines for the Cliffhope proposal 

are located out with the 20 km safeguarding zone.  
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15.1.6 The proposed Cliffhope scheme sits within the 50km Eskdalemuir consultation zone 

however it is known that the proposed scheme at Cliffhope will have minimal impact on the 

seismic array and will not exceed the MOD budget for Wind Farms in proximity to 

Eskdalemuir. 

16 Other Considerations  

16.1 EIA Regulations and Health & Safety 

16.1.1 CWL always follows best practice and will be guided by the HSE in its role as a statutory 

stakeholder.    

16.1.2 Proposed EIA regulations coming into force in May 2017 require a number of new 

considerations that are to be addressed as part of the EIA process. These include approaches 

to Health and Safety and Equality and Diversity.  CWL will be guided by statutory and other 

stakeholders as to the exact requirements and will follow industry health and safety current 

best practices throughout. 

16.1.3 CWL will seek guidance from consultees as to the assessments for equality and diversity.  

However, CWL is robust in its policies throughout the business and project lifecycles 

regarding equality and diversity and this will be outlined further in the ES. 

16.2 Tourism 

16.2.1 The proposed development will be assessed in terms of its potential impact on the local 

tourism industry.  

16.2.2 Relevant documents providing details on national and regional tourism strategies, together 

with visitor statistics for the area will be reviewed and assessed. 

16.2.3 Tourist attractions will be identified, together with any future tourism proposals in the area. 

A number of studies, exploring the impacts of wind farm developments on the tourism 

industry have been completed over recent years and these documents will also be reviewed 

as part of the assessment. 

16.3 Shadow Flicker 

16.3.1 The phenomenon known as ‘Shadow flicker’ only occurs in very specific circumstances, when 

the sun passes behind the rotors of a wind turbine and casts a shadow over neighbouring 

properties. As the blades rotate, the shadow flickers on and off and the effect occurs inside 

buildings where the flicker appears through a narrow window opening. The likelihood and 

duration of the effect depends upon: 

• The direction of the property relative to the turbine(s) - In the UK only properties 

that are within 130 degrees either side of north (relative to the turbines) can be 

affected, as turbines do not cast long shadows on their southern side. Properties also 

need to have narrow windows facing in the direction of the turbines; 

• The distance from turbine(s) – The further the property is from the turbine the less 

pronounced the effect would be. Evidence shows that shadow flicker can only occur 

within a distance of ten rotor diameters of a turbine.  
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16.3.2 Further points to take into consideration for assessing the potential for shadow flicker to 

occur include: 

• Turbine height and rotor diameter; 

• Time of year and day;  

• Weather conditions (i.e. cloud cover or fog reduces the likelihood of shadow flicker 

occurring); 

• Wind Speed and wind direction – The wind speed at each turbine would need to be 

greater than 4m/s in order for the blades to rotate. In addition the shape of the 

shadow will be determined by the position of the sun relative to the blades (which 

will be rotated to face into the wind). 

16.3.3 A full assessment of the potential for shadow flicker to occur at any property, as a result of 

the proposed development, will be undertaken as part of the EIA. 

16.3.4 There will also be an assessment on the potential for glare effects as a result of the solar PV 

installation as this too could cause a problem depending on its location, proximity to 

residential housing and local screening.    

17 Decommissioning 

17.1.1 Wind turbines, solar PV installations and battery storage equipment can all be 

decommissioned, with sites cleared and restored easily and rapidly. This is in contrast to 

traditional fossil fuel fired power stations, and particularly nuclear power stations. The 

proposed wind farm should therefore be viewed as a sustainable development. 

17.1.2 At the end of the proposals useful life it is proposed that the turbines, transformers, solar 

and electrical energy storage equipment and on-site substation would all be dismantled and 

removed. The upper sections of the turbine foundations will be removed and backfilled with 

appropriate material, subsoil or topsoil and the surface area reseeded. Tracks that are to be 

utilised for land management operations or by the landowners would be left in-situ, with 

other tracks left to grass over or covered with soil and reseeded. 

17.1.3 Prior to decommissioning, a review of the site’s environmental data, environmental 

legislation and current (at the time of decommissioning) best practice, in association with 

the consenting authorities and key stakeholders, will be undertaken in order to agree the 

best approach to decommission the wind farm. 

17.1.4 It is anticipated that some degree of environmental monitoring will be required during the 

decommissioning process. This assessment and monitoring will need to be determined at 

the time of decommissioning with due regard to both legislative requirements and best 

practice at that time. 

17.1.5 It is proposed that at least 12 months prior to decommissioning a 'Decommissioning Method 

Statement' will be produced, and agreed with the relevant local authorities, landowners and 

other statutory stakeholders such as SNH and SEPA. 
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18 Scoping Response 

18.1 Response to the Scoping Report 

18.1.1 This Scoping Report has been submitted to the Scottish Government to supplement CWL’s 

request for a Scoping Opinion under Regulation 7 of the Electricity Works (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000. 

18.1.2 The response provided would inform the detailed methodology required for each 

component of the EIA. Continued consultation with all statutory consultees and key 

stakeholders will also ensure that adopted methodology is both appropriate and robust.   

18.1.3 CWL would welcome a copy of consultee scoping responses to be sent to the following postal 

and/or email address:  

Mr Martin Williams 

Project Manager 

Community Windpower Ltd 

Godscroft Lane 

Frodsham 

Cheshire 

WA6 6XU 

martin@communitywindpower.co.uk 

  

18.1.4 All comments and correspondence relating to the proposed scheme should state ‘Cliffhope 

Community Wind Farm’ as the reference.   

19 Conclusion 

19.1.1 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm is strategically-sited and has the potential to make a 

valuable contribution to renewable energy generation in Scottish Borders and Scotland. The 

Scottish Government recently re-stated an ambition to generate the equivalent of 50% of 

heat, transport and electricity requirements from renewable sources by 2030, representing 

a near threefold increase on current renewable generation. 

19.1.2 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm is situated primarily within a preferred area of search for 

large scale wind energy development within Scottish Borders.   

19.1.3 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm is therefore well-sited and strategically aligned with 

aspirations outlined in the emerging Scottish Energy Strategy 2017. 

19.1.4 Cliffhope Community Wind Farm will mean a substantial investment in Scotland, within the 

local communities, Scottish Borders and the wider area. 

19.1.5 This Scoping Report has been submitted to the Scottish Government to supplement CWL’s 

request for a Scoping Opinion under Regulation 7 of the Electricity Works (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2000. 
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19.1.6 All the likely issues of the proposed Cliffhope Community Wind Farm, which have been 

outlined within this scoping report, will be fully identified and assessed during the EIA 

process and reported in the ES to be submitted as part of the planning application. 
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Figure 1: Regional Location
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Figure 2: Site Location

Ref: 376-170906-7026
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Figure 3: Indicative Turbine Layout

Ref: 376-170906-7025
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Figure 4: Proposed Viewpoint Locations

Ref: 376-170904-7024

Produced: TH Reviewed: MW Approved: RW

í

í
!

í
í

!

í

í!

í

í

!
í í

!

í

í

!

í

í

!

íí

!

í

í

!

í

í!

í í

!

í

í

!

í

í

!

í

í

!

í

í

! í

í !

í

í !

í

í !

í

í !

í

í

!

í

í

!

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1

21

20

1918

17 16

15

14

13

12

11

10

310000

310000

320000

320000

330000

330000

340000

340000

350000

350000

360000

360000

370000

370000

380000

380000

390000

390000

400000

400000 56
00

00

57
00

00

57
00

00

58
00

00

58
00

00

59
00

00

59
00

00

60
00

00

60
00

00

61
00

00

61
00

00

62
00

00

62
00

00

63
00

00

63
00

00

64
00

00

64
00

00

Or
dn

an
ce

 Su
rve

y ©
 C

row
n c

op
yri

gh
t, A

ll r
igh

ts 
res

erv
ed

. 2
01

4. 
Lic

en
ce

 nu
mb

er 
01

00
05

01
46

.

i
N

Notes: 
ZTV centred on coordinates 357758, 600707
Coordinates derived from the British National Grid.

The Zone of Theoretical Visibility image illustrates the 
theoretical extent of where turbines will be visible from, 
assuming 100% visibility. It is generated using terrain data only 
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Viewpoint 
Number Viewpoint Name Easting Northing

1 Hermitage Castle 349501 595965

2 Greatmoor Hill 348990 600702

3 Penchrise Pen 349075 606220

4 Bonchester Hill Fort 359489 611738

5 Borders Abbey Way near Black Law 361536 617924

6 Craik Cross Hill, Southern Uplands Way 330377 604721

7 Carby Hill 349129 584441

8 Larriston Fell 356886 592115

9 Black Burn Falls 345835 589502

10 Drinkstone Hill, Borders Abbey Way 348607 618344

11 Smailholm Tower 363897 634719

12 Carter Bar 369795 606739

13 Chesters 362349 610592

14 Newcastleton/Copshaw Holm 348335 587565

15 Saughtree 356101 596734

16 Kielder Castle 363141 593521

17 Kielder Observatory 360923 593288

18 Freya's Cabin, Kielder Water 367472 587268

19 Tower Knowe, Kielder Water 369954 587114

20 Grey Mares Knowe 366649 600341

21 Note o' the Gate Car Park 359106 603454
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